208

to £405,000, and mn his last year of oflice he
got it down to ¥229,000. That meant that
the deficit was reduced at the rate of
£225,000 a year.

The Minister for Justice:
done the same,

AMr. ANGELO: Yet the present Premier
acknowledges that he received nearly
£2,000,000 more in the way of revenue than
Sir James Mitchell received in his last year
of office, and all that ecan be shown is a
surplus of £28,000. On the results achieved
by Sir James JAlitchell and at the same rate
of progress the present Preruier should have
a sarplus this vear of £400,000.

The Minister for Lands:
super tax.

The Minister for Railways:
cent.

Mr. ANGELGO: That was mighty small
when it comes to a question of millions.

The Minister for Raitways: Take 15 per
cent. on a million.

Mr. Davy: Why on a million? We never
have a million in taxation,

The Minister for Railways: It was oft
every tax, not only the income tax

Mre. Davy: What else was it off?

Mr, ANGELO: The Treasurer, whilst ack-
nowledging receipt of a bigger revenue,
elaimed that its veceipt also meant higher ex-
penditure. That is correct up to a certain
point. When a Lusiness inereases and the
receipts become greater, the overhead charges
gencrally remain the same. In the case of
this State there is the same Parliament, there
are the same departments, and the same
heads of departments.

The Minister for Railways: How much has
the same Parliament cost us?

My, ANGELO: Mighty little. The whole
cost of Parliament is only a flea bite. There
are the same heads of departments, and prac-
tieally the same civil serviee.

The Minister for Lands: Look at all the
advantages aceruing from medical serviees,
education, hospitals, charities, ete.

Mr. ANGELO: The cost of these does not
run into £1,800,000.

The Minister for Lands: Then there are
the police, the eivil service and teachers, and
S0 on.

Mr. ANGELO: By this time we should
bave seen n surplus of £400,000, that is tak-
ing it at the same rate of interest and the
same rate of progress as was achieved by
the previous Government in the last three

We could have

You had the

Of 15 per
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years of administration. There are lean
years and fut years. We have to provide for
the lean years. We have had two or three
good years lately in this part of the State.
If we ean build up a little surplus and ecatch
up some of the leeway, we should do so. [
am disappointed that the surplus was not
greater. 1f T were satisfied that the £28,000
surplus was a true and genuine one, it would
not be so had.

Mr. Clydesdale: How does it compare
with the other States?

Mr. ANGELO: I am not comparing i}
with the other States, but with what was
achieved by the previous Government that
was in power. It is right that the Treasurer
should give us a frank explanation to ¢lear
up these points, more especially as to the
item, £150,000. If that has not been debited
to interest and is still kept in revenue it is a
linbility for this year, should the agreement
not be confirmed by Parliament. It is only
fair to the people of the State that a full
explanation should be given as to these
amounts, and that we shounid know exactly
where we are with regard to last year’s fig-
ures.

On motion by Mr. Panton, debate ad-

jonrned.

Houge adjourned at 10.5 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Tuesduy, 16th August, 1927,

PAGH
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

(n motion by Hon. J. Cornell, leave of
absenee  for  (lree  consecutive  sittings
eranted to Hon. J. E. Dodd on the eround
of urzent private husiness.



{16 Avugusr, 1927.]

MOTION—TRAFFIC ACT.
To disallow Regulations.

Debate resumed from the 10th August ou
the following motion by Hon. G. Potter:—

That the regulations prescribing ommibus
routes Nos. 7, 16, 20, 42, 48, 54 and 55, under
the 7Traffic Act, 1919-26, published in the
‘‘Government Gazette’’ on the 22nd July,
1927, and laid upon the Table on the 2nd
August, 1927, be and are hereby disallowed.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suburban) [4.46]: In moving for
the disallowanse of the regulations, Mr.
Potter dealt mainly with the termini
at Perth and Fremantle. The Chief See-
rotary, when opposing the motion, alse dealt
with that aspect more than with the question
of the traffic between Perth and Fremantle.
The Leader of the House threw out the sng-
gestion that members shonld make them-
selves personalty acquainted with the posi-
tion by looking in to the files and studying
the maps. He submitted that the position
was intrieate to a degree. 1 thank the hon.
centleman for the suggestion. After his
impassioned speech and invitation I felt com-
pelled to make an investigation. Having
done so, I entertain a different feeling from
that which I had when the motion was
moved. T ihink hon. members will have to
realise, as 1 now dou, that the traffic is of
two classes—taxi and omnibus or charabane
—and that the regulations really affeet the
taxis more than the charabancs, The guoes-
tion of the termini comes wunder the
Traflic Branch solely, and theyv, in alter-
ing the Perth terminus from St. George’s-
terrace to White City, were moved, uo
doubt, by a regard for pnhlic inferests and
public safety.

Hon., E. H. Gray: That does not apply
in the case of Fremantle.

Hon. J, M. MACFARTANE: I am not
equally conversant with the position at Fre-
mantle. Though White City cannot he
held up as an ideal starting point, it is
certainly the best available uader the
conditions, and the one that is neavest to
the original starting-point. T am certain
the Traflic Branch were concerned only
for the public good and acted solely in
the public interest, and therefore I am
bound to support their action. Inspee-
tor Hunter assures me that it was the same
interests which caused him to make the
changes at Fremantle. Having seen what
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I have seen at the Perth end, I am prepared
to take the inspector’s word as regards the
Fremantle end. The Cottesloe protest, how-
ever, is of quite a different nature.  That
protest comes from the people, and there-
fore 1 have been mueh coneerncd about it.
Indeed, that seemns to be the aspeet to which
the greatest consideration should be ex-
tended. The tralfic must be regulated, but
as regards publie inconvenience in Cottesloe
I felt that we should adopt a different view-
point. At Cottesloe, however, the Traffic
Branch have nothing to do with the route.
That is solely a matter for the Routes Ad-
visory Committee.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: They expect the Cat-
tesloe people to walk backward like a erah.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It has to
be borne in mind that until the passing of
the amending measure last session the taxi
proprietors were under no obligation to be
licensed as carriers, with the result that they
were able to make routes for themselves;
and no doubt they did good service to the
people of Cottesloe by augmenting an omni-
bus service whieh had been inangurated
there in 1924 by Mr. Best, but which dealt
solely with the traffic between the Cottesloe
railway station and eertain points in and
about Cottesloe. I understand that the ser-
viee in question did cater fairly well for the
needs of the traflic. =~ However, when the
taxis formed a rounte for themselves, and
when, subsequenily, the vregulations were
broughl into force, it was natural that Mr.
Best should take exception; his contention,
as the files show, being that his routes were
made unpayable by unfair eompetition. The
Routes Advisory Committee took action to
the extent of protecting him who had been
running the service since 1924; but fo meet
the conditions as set out, the taxis formed a

ronte. 1t is agninst this that the publie
protest has heen made, becanse Cot-
tesloe residents will not now have a

car passing the door every two or three

minutes in the desired direction. I
am not in a position to offer much
eriticism  with regard to the protest.

T contend, however, that in the Cottesloe
case, too, it was quite right that the chara-
bane proprietors who had been eatering for
loeal needs and deing it satisfactorily for
vears should De protected as from a
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living-wage standpoint. If the routes as

laid down for the taxis were not
satisfactory, I can understand that the
drivers would kick; but I am not

able to say how far their protest is
justitied, After looking carefully into the
whole matter, I am convinced that it could
not have attained the dimensions which it
has assumed if all traflie of this nature were
under one authority. It hus to be borne in
mind that the Houtes Advisory Committee
and the Traliic Branch both have a hand in
trafiic control. My personal view is that
il might be advisable to dishand the Routes
Advisory Committee, and if necessary iis
wembers could be attaehed to the Traflie
Branch. The trouble is thac the traffic has
too many bosses. 1 am reminded of a grand-
son of mine, about three or four years old,
wha came fo visit me, and on one occasion
I was chiding hun for deing something. He
looked up into my faee and said, “You
the boss of me” Even a child
many in control of
him, and such a situation arouses in
him @ spirit of antagonism. That, it
seems to me, is what has happened in the
case of this trafiie. I revert to the conclu-
sion that the abelition of the Routes Ad-
visory (ommittee would bein the best inter-
et of the traffie, which should be left en-
tirely to the eontrol of the Traflie Depa.rt—
ment with, if necessary, a representative
of ihe taxis and eharabanes, and also, pos-
¢ihly, Mr. Shillington as representing the
tramways and railways. Represeniation for
publie bedies is not necessary. Realising
Lhat the taxis themeelves, now that the regu-
lations are being enforeed, will be su con-
trolled ns to have a chance of making a
fairly regular living, as they have been do-
ing in the past 1 ecannot support the
motion. No douht formerly the taxis
manned the roules at periods when they
could get something out of the traffie, tak-
ing the piek of the traffic so to speak, and
when they should have been maintaining the
time table they left the road altogether, as
they then had a right to de. Personaily 1
cannot view such a position as being alto-
vather in the best intciests of the publie,
but aiter thinking the matter over 1 have
eomie to the eonclusion that I must support
the resulations as they stand.

are not
objects  to  too
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On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Houn. €. F. Barvter and Interjections.

Hou. ¢". ¥F. BAXTER: I wish to make o
personal explanation.  On  various ocea-
sions when I have been speaking in the
House, patrticularly when referring to
aroup settlements, there liave been inter-
jeetions, twice on the part of Mr. Holmes,
and ou Thursday last by Mr. Cornell,
Those interjections were very misleading
to the House and to the public. The hon,
members were wrone in their interjections.
The burden of those interjections was that
I had taken a stand in opposition to the
group settlements after the select com-
mittee, of which Mr. Holmes was chair-
man, had made its report. That is entirely
incorrect, for it was on the Gth January,
1923, that 1 gave an interview to the “West
Australian,” an interview that was pub-
lished next morning; whereas the select
committee was not appointed until the 7th
November, 1923, almost 12 months after-
wards. .And the Royal Commission that
dealt with the subjeet was not appointed
till the 10th O¢toher, 1924

Hon. d. Cornell: Don’t argue!

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: It is not a matter
for aronment; it is most nmisleading to the
publie, T had information at the time that
the administration was not rizht. Nor
was it right. Notwithstanding that, the
{wo daily newspapers of Perth have ecriti-
cised me over this more than they have
criticised any other man. Yet the action
1 tool has been substantiated, both by in-
quiries and by the recommendations of the
gelect committee, 1923, and of the Royal
Commission, 1824, T trust there will be
no repetifion of those interjections and
that, in justice to me, the members who
made them will withdraw them.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: I, tos, wish to
make a personal explanalion.

The PRESTIDENT: A personal explana-
tion eannot he debated.

Hon. . J. HOLMES: T anly wish in say
that I dealt with (his matter on the 12th
September, 1922,
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
bebate resumed from the 11th Awugust.

HON J. BR. BROWN (North-East)
[+.48]: It is generally understood that the
Leader of the House would like to see this
debate _eoncluded to-morrow evening.
Aceordingly, I am goingt to curtaill my
remarks, occupying at most half an hour,
and I hope that other members will do the
same, so that the Dlinister may have a
chanee to reply on Thursday. I wish to
congratulate the electors on having re-
elected to office the (tovernment that have
done more for the eountry than any other
Administration we have had since Regpon-
sible (iovernment. The slogan, “Keep Col-
lier Premier,” was responded to by the
electors, who must have been satisfied, not
only with the Government but with Parlia-
ment as a whole, sinee they returned all
but one of those memhers who sought re-
clection, In the Governor’s Speech we get
this paragraph by Iis Execellency—

I desire to eonvey my thanks to the people
of Western Australia for the expressions of
loyalty and attachment to the Throne and
Terson of His Majesty the King whieh were
made manifest i the wvery warm welcome
extended to their Royal Highnesses the Duke
and Duchess of York during their recent visit,
We are all pleased to see royalty visit our
shores, In fact, so seldom does it happen
that we sce them only about every deeade
or more, Some members who have spolken
smid that our demonstrations showed our
loyalty. But [ say our loyalty was not
expressed duving the visit of the Duke
and Duehess; rather was it expressed when
in 1914 the Great War broke out. There
was then no royalty here, nor had there
been for over 14 years, but we gave our
men in tens and hundreds of thousands to
ihe Great War. Ho T say it is not the
lIovalty to the Throne that we show when
rovalty visits us that should be so highly
thousht of. The visit of the Dulke,
probably, was more pleasant to the people
of Western Australia than to the Duke and
Duchess  themselves, 1 refrained from
attendine any but one of the funections
arranzed for the Duke and Duchess. I
ventured only to the garden party at Gov-
ernment House, for T thought T should find
there spate and room to move abouf in
without being embarrassed. But T found
that the grounds of Government Honse
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were net larze enough to accommodate the
ciamouring crawd that wanted to breathe
all over the Bluke aud Duchess. [ pitied
the Duke and Pucliess. Their necks must
have been tired with bowing, their
Jaws must have ached with smiling, and
their hands wmust have been paralysed
with shaking, especially when some big
burly gentleman grasped their hands and
squeezed them so hard as to leave a painful
impression even while he breathed all over
them. As I say, we were crowded out at
(iovernment House. The moths and silver-
fish had a good day looking for a hit of
tucker, for in the end every box was empty.
I counld not reeognise some of our elongated
citizens with their eclongated hats of
Quneen Anne's time. T saw there members
of this Chamber at whom I had to look
twice before recognising them, I did not
know who they were. They wore ill-fitting
coats and ill-fitting hats. T eall that snob-
bery. Some mwembers suggested that we
should have illuminated Parliament Honse,
mot a lot of Chinese lanterns, let off a lot
of crackers, and brought the Duke and
Duchess up here.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why illuminate it
with vou here? :

Hon, J. R. BROWN: One member asked
did we nol think the poor Duke and Duchess
were bored enongh as it was? T am not
speaking derogatively of the Crown, hut T
am sure that no one was more pleased than
were the Duke and Duehess when they saw
the boat tnrn away from Western Australin
and head for home at last. I am eertain
both the Duke and Dueliess were bored
tfrom the iime they reached Australia. Tt
what we did during their visit was lovalty,
I do not wish to have anything to do with
loyalix. The Speech contained thiz para-
graph—

The revenne for the year ended 30th June,
1927, was £9,750,833, and the expenditure
£9,722.588, leaving o surplus of receipts over
expendliture of £28,245,

This has heen deslared by some members
to he a spurious surplus—unbelieving
Thomases that they are. One member, who
ourht to know hetter, said the Government
had taken amognnts from so-and-so and put
them into =o-and-so. We all know that at
the end of the financial year the Treasurer
must balance his acecounts. no matter from
where, so long as he has the eash in hand.
1 conld understand a Government that were
xoineg out of office putting a surplus like
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that on the people as a blind; but no Gov-
ermment that had just come into power
would attempt to put up anything spurious.
How are thevy going io balance next year
and the year after, if this year’s surplus
is not genuine? It goes to show that this
House will not give a Labonr Goverpment
- eredit for anything they may do. Quite
early in the debate we heard Mr. Lovekin
on the abolition of the per capita payments.
lle discnssed the subject at length, and
everyone knew exactly the position. We all
deplore that the per eapita payments shounld
have been removed, for it means, as the
population grows Western Australia will
suffer materially. The Federal Government,
with Mr, Bruce at their head, knew that
to eontinue the per capita payments would
be disastrous to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. For this State is going to be the
gaverning State of ihe whole of the Com-
monwealth within the next 10, or even five,
deeades. It is of no use attempting to dis-
cuss the alternative scheme, althongh mem-
bers have discussed it, and are going to dis-
cuss it again when the scheme is submitted
to ns. We have no idea of what that scheme
will be, 1 hope that when the scheme comes
before us the Couneil will discuss it with-
out any bins. I am not at all agreeable to
any scheme they can devise that will wipe
out the per capita payments.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: They have already
zone,

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Yes, but the Fed-
eral Government ure going to substituie a
scheme that will come before the Chamber
at an early date. The Speech refers to the
condition of land settlement and develop-
ment in Western Australia as being highly
satisfactory. T consider it far from being
highly satisfactory. Tlere are bundreds of
thousands of nacres of land requiring de-
velopment, and thousands of men willing to
go on the land, but that the land is not
available. Whenever a bhlock of land is
thrown open for selection, hundreds of men
are to be found clamouring for it. One
member said that a one-armed soldier was
doing well on the land; and that it was the
fault of the people themselves if they did
not go on the land. That is wrong, for
there are thousands of men willing to go on
the land, if ouly they could get the land to
o on. During this month four blucks have
been thrown open. TFor one of them, 25
miles north of Burracoppin, there were 71
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applicants; for another in the Burracoppin
distriet 48 applicants; for an adjoining
bloek 25 applicants, and for a block in the
Geraldton distriet 45 applicants. That
means an average of about 50 applicants
per block. If any hon. member will visit
the Lands Department, as I frequently do,
he will see any day in the week 10 or 15
men looking at plans in the hope of secur-
ing a block of iand. But there is no land
available. Why? If there is any tribute I
should like to pay it is to the staff of the
Lands Department, the most obliging and
energelie stafl 1 have ever seen. They com-
pare more than ifavourably with any other
branch of the Civil Serviee with which I
have come into contagt. They try their
utmost to find blocks to suit applieants, The
trouble is that surveyors are not obtainable,
We have no surveyors in this State and the
reason is easily understood. We pay them at
lhe rate of £6 a week, which is hardly a
jonrneyman tradesman’s wage. I know of a
case where a man employed by the Main
Roads Board is getting £6 a week. He is a
civi] engineer and surveyor, and a man who
is employed under him to look after the
horses—no doubt he works on Sunday as
weli—gets £7 a week., Until the Government
wake up and offer befter recompense, they
will never have the country opened up. There
ave hundreds willing to go on the land if
only they are given the opportunity to do
so, and it behoves the Govermment to do
something in that direction very soon. We
know that the Agrieultural Bank will not
advance money on Jand unless it is first-
class, or unless the applicant is well backed
up with his own resources. We must pay our
surveyors more money, otherwise the country
will remain as it is at present. A good deal
has been said about mining in Western Aus-
tralin and we have had figures to show that
it has gone to the pack. We know that it
has gone down and we are all very sorry that
such is the ease. At the same time, no State
Government, no matter how stable or finan-
cial it may be, can deal with the question
holus-bolus. 1t is a matter for the whole of
Australia to handle. During war time the
Commonwealth (Government were prepared
to permit men to work day in and day out to
extract gold from the ground, so that Aus-
tralia might continue te do her share in the
war. The men who worked in the industry
never squealed and though prices soared,
they never asked for sn increase in their
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wages. They went on picking the eyes out of
the mines. It is not so long since there was
great rivalry between the hig mines on the
Golden Mile, mines like the Boulder and the
Horseshoe. Every month in the “Kalgoorlie
Miner,” one would see pablished a statement
of the tonnage treated, the expenditure and
the profit. The returns of profit submitted
the Horseshoe and Great Boulder would be
given as £25,000 and £26,000. Next month
the figures would be £26,000 and £25,000. Se
they went on, month after month. The Presi-
dent can bear me out in that statement thai
these mines kept up their returns and often
with reserves that they obtained from their
strong-rooms.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
that information?

Hon. J. R. BROWN:
goorlie Miner.”

Hon, E, H. Harris: Did the “Miner” say
that those mines had reserves in their strong-
rooms?

Hon, J. R. BROWN:
statement appeared in the “Miner,” We
know whenee their rescrves came. If the
profits were £30,000, they would be reduced
to £23,000; if they were £20,000 they would
be increased to £25,000. Those mines did
just as the Lake View did in the carly days
when it prided itself on being able to turn
out a ton of gold a moenth. The Lake View
accomplished that, month atter month, for a
fairly long period. Mr. Seddon the other
night gave us a number of figures about
mines and other things, and I do not think
any hon. member has been able to remember
any single one of thew., If is of no use
quoting statistics, because statistics contain
the bizgest lies ever written. One set of
statistics ean refute another set. It all de-
pends on where one gets them. If one wants
statistics to tell a eertain thing, as Mr. Nich-
olson knows, those statisties can he twisted to
suit oneself or one’s elient That is just how
statistics are worked. Statisties are mythieal;
they are phantoms; they are not real. No
Clovernment ecan resuscitate the mining in-
dustry at the present time, and if the Com-
monwealth attempts to do so it will have a
hard task before it. A gold bonns is what
the Commonwealth will not give, and, there-
fore, we must look for something else, There
is a lot yet to be done around IKalgoorlie.
From the Golden Mile northwards is the
only part of that distries that has been pros-
pected.  Nothing has been done on the

VWhere did you get

Out of the “Kal-

I said that the
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south, where there is deep ground. The Gov-
ernment should spend a few thousand pouads
there in deep boring and pick up the lodes,
because it is on the cards that the lodes are
not chopped off at the Boulder block.
Hon. E. H. Harris: Have you no reeol-
lection of the bores that were pat down?
Hon. J, B. BROWN: Yes, and I know
that nothing came of them. 1 have been
waiting te see what is going to be done.
At the biggest deputation that waited on
Sir James Mitchell when he was the head
of the Government, a reduction was asked
for in the price of water from 7s. 6d. per
thousand to 2s. 6d. All classes of the com-
munity were represented at that gathering.
I heard My, Hichard Hamilton declare—
and I know that what he said influeneed the
Government—that if the Government ae-
ceded to he request to reduce the price of
waler to 2s, 6d. per thowsand, it would be
possible for the companies to mine millions
of tons of 7-dwt. ore which eould not be
mined with water at 7s. 0d. per thousand
gallons. Mr., Hamilton also added that
more meh would be employed. Ile stressed
this aleo, that the reduction in the price of
water would not benefit the shareholders,
but that it would keep a lmrge number of
men employed, and so the wheels of indus-
try would continve to revolve.  The Gov-
ernment, in their wisdom, granted the re-
duetion, and since then the mines have gone
back. The other evening Dr. Saw gave nus
a dissertation on girls learning the art of
millinery and decorating themselves in fine
feathers in order to cateh the male birds,
and he added that they were neglecting the
culinary part of domestic duties. Dr. Saw
forgot to mention that those girls who were
so decoraling themselves were not looking
for domestic work, beeause of the existence
of so many handy food shops which sup-
plied all their wants. If ‘one went to any
fashionable suburb he fwould find handy
food shops almost everywhere. Those shops
formed part of grocery stores, hut the
grocery section of the establishment was
screened off with wire netting, containing
a mesh big enough to put one's head
throngh. So to all intents and purposes
the grocery part of the establishment was
closed, and the handy food section was open
at all hours. Tt is about time that the in-
spectors emploved under the Factorviez and
Shops Act looked into these premises
around our suburbs, all of which are at the
present time evading the law and are un-
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fairly vompeting against small people like
Broadhurst’s, Carter’s, Boan Bros. and
others who are struggling for existence, and
who are compelled to cloze their establish-
ments at 6 o'cloek. 1t is possible to go inte
the snburban handy food shops at apy honr
on Sunday or up to 11 o'elock ar night and
et anything one desires. As o matter of
Laet, the girls Dr. Saw referred to as learn-
ing high-elazs  millinery  could gzet their
dinneis cooked and taken to them, under-
done oy gverdone, just as they liked. My,
Glasheen told a woetul tale the other cven-
iny about the South-West. He complained
ahout the big timber ithat was ringbarked
and left to die, hut he did not give a thought
to the cost of earting it 200 or 300 miles.
Then he told us about the deplorable con-
ditien of the hutter industry associated with
the zroup scttlements. e spoke of dirty
childeen and dirty cows. e said that milk
was mixed with mud and all sorts of things.
The group setlements do not grow enough
hutter to grease the heads of the children
down there, and yet he tried to put it over
us that this great industry is languishing
for the want of eapital.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Mr. Glasheen did nnt
say that.

1lon. J. R. BROWX: He did not say if,
but I am =aying what he shounld have said.
ITe said that we had gone back to pre-
historie eonditions in the way of milking
the cows by the teat. Forty years ago I
knew of people on 40 acres of land in the
Gippsland country, keeping 4] cows, send-
ing their milk to a creamery and getting 4.
a gallon for it while their milk was returned
to them at 13d. a gallon. All that that was
pood for was for was for feeding the pigs,
and it eertainly provided nourishment fov
them. My, Durvill told us that we had to
develop the country, amd that lo do so we
should have to borvow £2,000,000 for huild.
ing railways lere, there amd everywhere.
He mizht just as easily have made it
£3,000,000, beeause I would like to know
where the Government hope to get the
£2,000,000 for railway econstruetion, We
have to act eantiously.

Hon. A. J. II. Saw:
quife conservative.

Hon. J. R. BROWX: Tf we are going to
borrow a couple of millions to build rail-
ways to some outlandish place—

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: What about the
nniform gange first?

You are getiing

[COUNCIL]

Hon. J. R. BROWXN: Then we had Mr.
Seddon who gave us a lot of figures. Ie
tived members with the figures he quoted,
tired out of all recognition those who had
to listen to him,  Some of those figuvres
may have heen correet, and a lot may not
We are going to have a Bill introduced
azain to deal with State insurance. Mr.
Nicholson {old us that when the Bill eame
forward he was going to object fo it.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I did not make use
of those words.

IHon. J, R. BROWXN: Did not the hon.
wember say he was going to oppose the
Bl !

Hon. J, Nicholson: That is a different

thing,
Hon. J. R. BROWN: It is cxactly the
snine, If the hon. member can see any

difference, I cannot. A Siate Insurance
Bill will be brought in again. 1 do not
know what form it will take, but I want to
shiow what the farmers in Queensland are
gaming from Stale insurance. 1 will read
a brief extraet from a pamphlet dealing
with what the Queensland Government have
done—

In the matter of insurance the Government
have pursued a policy that has led to re-
dueed preminms and generong protection of
the farmer. In the original regulations of
1916 provision was made for the insurance of
farmers and others who were not employecs.
Vested interests, however, challenged the val-
idity of these regulations and they were dis-
allowed hy the Supreme Court, But the Gov-
ernment passed amending legislation, including
the insuranee of farmerg, share farmers and
others, whethier employees or not, who may de-
sire insurance.  IPire insuranee rates on huild-
ings, on farms amd on threshing machines, cle-
vators, e¢haft cotters, and engines used on
farmy were reduced by 20 per cent, when the
SBtate insuranee office commenced writing fire
husiness, and 2 further redaction of 10 per
cent, is now heing received hy farmers insuring
with the office by way of distribution of pro-
fita. Many instances have oceurred where the
State insurance oftice has adwitted linbility
tn farmers where there was ne legal responsi-
hility

Where will hon. members get any ordinary
insuranee company to do that?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They would not last
Jong if thev did.

Hon. J. R. BROWN:
tinnes—

The extract con-

——aud where they would have been ruined
hut for the sympathetic consideration of the
State iusuranve office.  Cases have ocenrred
where farmers have inadvertently omitted to
take out policics on employees who were sub-
sequently killed; and whiere serious fire dam-
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age has becn done where policies have been
inadvertently overlooked; clnims of this
nufure have been paid and farms saved from
disaster. Contrast this generous freatment with
the time when every Jegal point was taken
agmmst the farmer, and  when many were
ruined, not on the merits of a claim, but be-
eause of some pettifogging legal quibble.
Hon. E. 2. Harris: Who is the author

of that?

Hon. J. R. BROWN: The hon. member
can read the doeument for himself. The
Governor's Speech shows that a Bill will be
introdueed to amend the Constitution Aect,
and no doubt many members are wondering
what that will mean. I do not think the
amendment will represent anything of a
party nature, but will merely, I understand,
provide for more portfoliced Ministers than
we have to-day. I do not think any mem-
ber of this Chamber will take serious ob-
jection to that. As time is going on and
Mr. Holmes has a very impertant speech to
make on vermin, I will refrain from saying
any more, heyond supporting the wmotion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [5.19]:
First of all T would like to congratulate the
Chief Sceretary upon his re-election to his
position in the Labour Ministry and as
Leader of this House. If we are to have
a Labour Government—evidently a good
many people think so, in view of the results
of the last general election—I do not think
we could have a gentleman in this Chamber
representing the Labour Party, who would
command greater respeet or who would be
held in greater esteem, than Mr. Drew. We
all respect him for his estimable qualities,
ineluding his honesty of purpose and his
desire to do the right thing with members
of this Chamber. I notice that reference
is made in the Governor’s Speech to the
distingnished services rendered hy Sir Hal
Colebateh when Agent General for Western
Australin in London. T will always admit
that il ever the position of Agent General
were filled to its fullest eapacity, it was by
Sir Hal Colebateh. T regret that after
three years of service, dnring which he may
be said to have been quoalifving fully for
the post, coupled with his natural ability,
Sir Hal Colebateh, owing to the party sys-
tem, ceased to oecupy that position. I do
not think there is any doubt that when the
Premier visited London he was astouished
at the respect in which Sir Hal Colebatch
was held in the Old Country. I am eertain

that when the Premier returned to the State
he was convinced that Sir Hal was the right
man in the right place. But mueh as we
may appreciate the efforts of the Labour
Government, and of the desire of Ministers
such as Mr. Collier, JMr. Drew, and some
olhers, to do the right thing in the right way,
we know there is an influence emanating
from the Trades MHall, that sometimes pre-
vents Ministers doing what they know is in
the best interests of the country.
Hon. J. R. Brown: No.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In Mr. Angwin,
the present Agent General, we have a man
of marked ability of a type entirely different
from Sir Hal Colebateh. 2y, Angwin is &
man who will attend to the smallest details;
he will inguire into anything and every-
thing; he will do ail the ferveting that is
necessary. I think Mr. Angwin aecepted
the office of Agent General beeanse he was
glad to be relieved of that appalling posi-
tion of Minister in charge of Group Settle-
menls. While we know the scheme did not
originate with the Labour Government, it
came npder Mr. Angwin's control in due
course. e battled as no other man would
do o get at the bottom of it. I am inelined
to think that in the end AMr. Angwin was
lad to be relieved of the position and to
accept duoties that took him elsewhere. Mr.
Brown, during the course of his remarks,
referred to the proposal of the Government
to introduce a Bill to amend the Constitu-
tion Aet. A measure to achieve that object
comes hefore us praetieally every year, I
do not know what the Bill will contain this
time, but T know it is part of the Labour
Party’s programme to abolish the Legisla-
tive Council. Later on I propose to show
that the Legislative Couneil was really re-
spounsible for the return of the Labour Gov-
ernment.

Hon. . W. Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I attended a meet-
ing addressed by the Premier during the
election campaign. Fortunately or un-
fortnnately, I was pushed into the front
row. T will tell hon. members the out-
standing theme of My, Collier’s address, in
fact, the whole theme of it. He told the
people that the Nationalists had said threr
vears hefore that if the people cleeted a
labour Government to power, Labour
would pass legislation that would prohibit
the country from prospering, and that they
would make it impossible for honest men
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to earry on in an hpnest way. Mr. Collier
said that the Nationalists had referred to
what was done in Queensland and drew
attention to the legislation passed there,
explaining that if Labour were returned
they would do the same thing in Western
Australia. After speaking in that strain
for some considerable time, Mr. Collier
appealed to the people to consider the
legislation that the Labour Government
had passed. He asked them to say if it
had Dbeen drastie or if it had contained any-
thing to which they could objeet to any
extent at all. Mr. Collier said that the
legislation passed was a credit to him and
his Government, During this part of his
speeech the Premier looked at me in the
front row, almost with pity written all over
his face. It was as though the Premier
were saying to me, “For heaven’s sake,
" don't give the show away. Mr. Collier
did not say a word about the legislation
his (tovernment had introduced. He told
me afferwards that he was almost quiver-
ing for fear I would draw atteniion to the
fact that he was taking credit for legisla-
tion that the Legislative Council had
passed, and that he was not saying a wor-
about the legislation the Government had
introduneed. As I was in the fromt row, I
did not interject, Had I been in the hack
row, [ might have done so.

IInn, E. H. Harris: What did he do in
the North-West?

Hon, J, J. HOLMES: He did that sort
of thing all over the State. Mr. Collier
took credit for the moderate legislation
that was passed, and that was the whole
theme of his clectioneering speeches. Now
we are to have a Bill to amend the Con-
stitution, presumably with the object of
wiping out the Legislative Council. Could
anything lhe more absurd? The Premier,
the Leader of the House, and some of the
other members of the Labour Party know
that their lives would he impossible, hut
for the fact that we trim up the legislation
that the Labonr Government introduce,
allowing to become law only that which is
ecquitable.

Hon, H. Stewari: You did not expect
anything else, did you?

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: Reference is also
made in the Governor's Speech to group
settlement matters, but it is merely & casual
reference. I do not know if T will have
time to deal with that question, but if I do

[COUNCIL.]

not disenss other matters at too great a
length, I may be able to do so. The finan-
cial agreement is a matter of importance
to the State. 1t is due to the country that
hion. members should go into the finaneial
proposals carefully as soon as possible.
They should do that to ascertain where we
are likely to land ourselves before the
present Government or any responsible per-
son in the State attempts to commit West-
crn Australia to all its provisions. During
the course of his speech in moving the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply, Mr. Kitson referred to the visit
of the Duke and Duchess of York, and to
the lovalty expressed by the citizens of
Australia. T was pleased to note that com-
ment, because we are a loyal people. We
are so loyal that it sometimes intevesty
prominent men throughont the Empire as
to why it is we are so loyal. In my opinien
that loyalty was based on a good founda-
tion fifty years ago. At one time I was
travelling down the Wanganni River in
New Zealand. Part of the way we had to
go in canoes, and where there was deeper
water we travelled in small launches
Among those making the journey was Ad-
miral Faulk, who was one of the important
people of the Empire at the time, and a per-
sonal friend of King Edward. He was one
of Nature’s gentlemen, who would sit and
talk with anyone during the trip, disenssing
various matters and seeking information
from which he desired to profit. He asked
me if T eould explain the loyalty of Austra-
linns, In reply to him I said that I wonld
go tight baeck to the beginning, when the
men who came to Australia had a desirve to
develop it ag a portion of the Empire. They
were great Tmperialists, men who found the
0ld Country too small, and wanted to go
to new countries where they could develop
them in the intevests of the Empire. They
were followed hy a fine class of soldiers,
men who had served in the Indian Mutiny,
and also some of the Light Brigade and
some of the noble Six Hundred. I knew
some of them myself. Then in nddition to
that, right throughout the country we had
periodical visits by the representatives of
the Queen. When speaking to the Admiral
on that point T was referring back to the
days of Queen Vieloria. I could remember
the incidents as a boy. In those days every
Lamlet and every school was visited from
time to time by various Governors. They
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came into the town at a hand-gallop in a
four-horse drag, accompanied by four police-
men with drawn swords. Two of these pol-
icemen galloped in front and two galloped
hehind. What they did when out on the
track I do not know, but they always en-
tered towns and hamlets in that fashion. At
every little township the Governor would
address the scbool children and give them a
half-holiday. That is what the Governors
did in those days. The visits of members
of the Royal family is merely a continuation
of that policy. As a country grows bigger,
we veceive visits by members of the Royal
family, in order that they may cement the
good fellowship that exists between this por-
tion of the Tmpire and the Mother
Country. These visits are arranged in
order that we may see what a fine class
of people we have in the Royal family, and
on the other hand that they may see what a
fine class of people we have in Ausiralia.
That is my explanation of the loyalty of
Australians. When the Duke of York ar-
rived in Australia, the first thing he said was
that we should look after the children and
the country would look after itself. The
FEagnpire has nofed that, and later on I shall
have something to say about looking after
the children and the point raised by Dr. Saw.
M. Cornell referred to the accumulated de-
fielt and was taken to task because he said
that not five per cent. of the people were
concerned about the deficit. I go further
and say that I do not think one per cent.
of the people have been concerned about it,
but if they read the finanecial agreement
they will find that 100 per cent. will be con-
cerned presently when we are brought back
to sane finanee, as this agreement proposes.
Mr. Glasheen has spoken of what I consider
are two of the most important guestions that
Parliament has to deal with, namely, group
settlement and the financial agreement. The
great organisation known as the Country
Party seem to think that the Vermin Aet
is the one important question before the
ecountry. At the Primary Producers’ con-
ference days have been devoted to the con-
sideration of amendments, and Mr. Stewart
has given notice of motion to disallow the
regulations. We are told that this is a tax
imposed hy the pastoralists to vietimise their
poor relations, the agrienlturists, who are
strugeling for existence.

Hon. H. Stewart: I have never heard that
before.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
has told me that the agrieulturists are pay-
ing for the pastoralists.

Hon. H. Stewart: So they are

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: And by interjec-
tion he has inferred that I come under the
pastoralists’ rate and not under the agrieunl-
turists’ rate. Let me tell the hon. member
onece for all that I come under the higher
rate. I have had enough of running stations
in areas that become drought-stricken and
of being knocked out every three or four
vears. I have come back into the safe zone.
The pastoralists who are developing the out-
back country are doing what I have had
enough of; I have come back to the safe
zong and I am paying the higher rate.
I wish to elear up this matter of
the vermin tax hecause it is one that
ought to be explained. How did it come
about? Dogs and foxes were infesting the
country, killing sheep and lambs and becom-
ing a real menace. Some of the road boards
were paying 10s.,, some £1; some 30s. and
some £2 for sealps. What happened was
that no matter where a dog trapper caught a
dog, if he was out to make money, he went
to the board that paid the £2 bonus. Con-
sequently a conference representative of the
Road Boards Assceciation, the Pastoralists’
Association and the Primary Producers’ As-
sociation put up this scheme to impose a
tax on the pastoralists and the agrienlturists.
The proposal was a tax of 14d. on leaseholds
and Yd. on freeholds. All that was done by
way of amendment when the Bill was before
Parliament was to double the two amounts.
I have statisties that cannot be disputed
showing that the wool elip last year from
the pastoral areas amounted to 70,000 bales
and from the agrieulfural distriets 90,000
hales. Now let us consider what is happen-
ing, The men outhack are constantly bat-
tling to build up their flocks and are being
hit Lack. If it were not for the fact that
the pastoral areas are subject to periodieal
droughts, they could never hold the country
as they are doing as it would be used for agri-
eultural purposes. It is an established fact
that pastoral land requires a spell just as
much as does agrienltural land, and the
periodical droughts give the pastoral coun-
try the only spell it ever gets. Immediately
after a drought the country will fatten any-
thing and everything on a station. Con-
sider the new colonisalion scheme under
which men, by private enterprise and not by
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State aid, are developing the country. I refer
to the development on the eastern goldfields
areas. Think of the hundreds of thousands
of pounds that those men are providing to
take up the country, ereet dog and rabbit-
proof fences and to combat the dogs on the
outskirts. Mr. Glasheen gave as a Teason
why the agriculturists shonld not pay the
tax that only oceasionally did a stray dog
get through. Why is that? Because the men
in the outside country are combating the
dogs and killing them. The agriculturists in
the safe zone are proieeied by the people
further out, and yet they elaim that the tax
is an unjust one—-a tax that was imposed
at the request of the bodies representative of
the road bhoards, the pastoralists and the
primary producers. The agrienlturists waut
a reduction. Ilveryone wants a reduction.
Let us consider how the vermin {ax is likely
to work out. It is expected that from the
farming areas ihe Vermin Board will ve-
ceive £29,000, from the pastoral areas £10,-
000 and from the timber areas £2,000, in
all about £40,000. It is 2 tax on the owners
of the leases and of frechold, with this
differcnce: that the leaseholders are paying
to clear the Crown lands of vermin, whereas
the agrieultarists in the safe zone are pay-
ing merely to clear their own lands—a very
marked differcnce.

Ion. II. Stewart: Lands that were cleared
years ago.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Because the “Coun-
try Party” ave pushing the dogs back on o
the pastoralists, the agrieulturists now objeet
to pay for the destruction of the dogs that
they are thus pushing back. It is in keeping
with the poliey of the party.

ITon. T1. Stewart: There were dogs before
there was any land settlement in the agri-
ultural arveas and yvou Fnow it

Hon. J. J. TOLMES: I know that in
some localities, apart from the £2 per dog
and £1 per fox being paid by the board, we
are giving similar amounts to our men for
evory doz and fox they ecateh. One
doz has been earrying on ils depredations
for two years and a paity of five of us have
put up £30 for the man who gets that dog.
So far they have been unsuceessful.

Hon. J. Cornell: Some doz, that.

Flon. J. J. HOLMES: Jeanwhile we are
holding it up and feedinz it on sheep and
lambs, and the agrieulturists are complain-
ing, The rates fixed by the board are equit-
able,  They pav £2 per dog and £1 per

[COUNCIL.)

fox right through the State. I have explained
Lhat about £40,000 represents the estimated
proceeds of the tax. This year, owing to the
increased bonus, it is estimated that 140060
dogs will be killed. On the old bagis the
number killed annunally was 9,000 te 10,000,
in respert of which various amounts were
paid. .\ kill of 14,000 dogs will entail an
outlay of £28,000. It is estitnated that 500
foxes will he killed. I think the estimate is
far foo low. On one of my division fences
nine foxes were caught in a month, three of
them in one night. Yet people do not seem 1o
realise what will happen if we do not cope
with these pests. We ave told by men from
the Eastern Slates that (his is the first real,
and ecrtainly the best attempt that has been
made by any Government to deal with ver-
min. T think it is move likely that 5,000
foxes will be killed.  However, allowing
£28,000 for dogs and £L,1100 for foxes, the
estimated expenditure for the year is
£29,000. Last year the road boards paid out
about £8,000 for sealps and it is proposed
out of the tax to recoup the road hoards to
that extent. That will inerease the expendi-
ture to £37,000, so there will not be much
margin between the expenditure of £37,000
and the income of £40,000. It must be elearly
understond that this money does not go into
general revenue. It goes into a special fund
controlled by a representative of the agricul-
turists, a veprezentative of the pastoralists,
and a representative of the Government,

Hon. V. Humersley. Do you think that
that money has not been taken into general
revenue ? )

Hon. J. J. TOLMES: Tt could not be.
Tf the hon. member inguires of the agrieul-
turists’ representative, jie will find that the
money was alloeated for a specific purpose
and could not be taken into general revenue.
It is money helenging to the contributors
and it has to bhe distributed in this manner.
Jt has heen said that the rate might be re-
duced. In my opinion there is ne hope of
the rate being redueed at present. If the
dogs and foxes berome less plentiful, the
demand on the fund will be so much less,
but as they become less plentiful it will be

more  diffieult to et them, and the
chances are that the rate per hezad
will have to Dhe increased. At the
first hurdlg, as it -were, a seetion

of the people who inifiated the scheme
have raised a complaint against the tax and
with them it has become a hurning question.
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Tt was done at the request of the people

concerned. 1 think 1 have said enough
to show that the vegulations which
Mr. Stewart seeks to disallow should

he passed by this Honse. People in the
Gaseovne distriet pay a vermin rate for
rabhits, and these other rates as well. A
certain number of them became alarmed
when rabbits first muade their appearance
in the State. Accordingly they went to
the Government and had a special Aet put
through Parliament, and horrowed £60.000
in order to put up a fenee and cut off lhis
area from sea to sea. Kver since that Act
was passed these people have been paying
not one halfpenny or ong farthing in the
pound, but 10s. per thousand in order to
provide this barrier for the rabhits. They
have done this in addition to paying the
other two taxes. The Zfence was {oo
costly to maintain.  After it had heen
waintained for some years it was
abandoned. These people said, “We will
abandon the fence; we will pay our 10s.
per thousand, let that liquidate the liability,
and we shall have finished.” A Government
came into power supported by the Country
Party, and they set abont repairing and
maintaining the fenec. They spent £17,000
of the money of those ruiepayers on this
work,

Hon. A. J. II. &nw: Which Government
was supported by the Country Party?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T refer to the
Mitchell Government. They spent this
money although the Aect distinetly Isid down
that the first chavwe upon those rates and
taxes was to he on aceount of interest and
sinking Tund., They took the money out of
the fund, vepaired the fence, sent officers
up there, and have sinee abandoned it. The
result is that tho~e eople ave £17,000 short
in the payvment of the £60,000. The pro-
cedore T recommended they should follow
was that thev should sue the Government
Tor the £17,000, but the Government cannot
he sned without a petition of right, which
the Mitehell Giovernment refused to give.
The matter was put up to the Labour Gov-
ernment, but the new Premier, Mr. Collier,
turned it down and ¢ave as an excuse that
the Mitehell Government had done so. My
advier to these people is that they should
o on paying until they have met the full
amount of £60,000, less the £17,000, and
then leave it to the Government to sne
them and see whether the Government
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will be able to recover that £17,000. T
think [ have said enough to show who
has had the best ot the argument over
the vermin taxes, the agrieulturist or the
pastoralist. I shonld now like io dea! with
the question of the milk sapply, which was
raised by Dr. Saw the other day. The hon.
member pointed ont what had happened in
New Zealand through the stevilisation of
wilk, ete, and the difference it had

maide in the lives of a number of
children which had been saved in that

country. e also offercd the important ex-
planation that the medieal fraternity realised
the value of pure milk for childven. Very
often they did wnot preseribe milk hezause
thex were not sure of its quality. 1 know
of & man who was suffering from nervouns
dyspepsia. e had been sulfering for vears,
andd had insomnin and all sorts of other
troubles. He consulted a specialist in Syd-
ney, He told the speeialist that he eould
not eat this or that. The speeialist replied,
“Do not worry about food at all. TL yon
will drink not less than two quarts of milk
a day that will provide all the sustenance
you want.”” Milk is a natural! food, and
contains evervthing the human system wants.

Somehody told an Irishman that man
eannot live by bread alome, and the
Ivishman replied, “Ne, [ may die of

thirst.” Tt is acknowledged that one
can live on milk alone. In Westera
Australia, according to the statisties,
there are 8,000 children born every year.
If we were to =ave 15 out of every 1,000,
whicl is about the figure Dr. Saw suggests,
it wounld be a wondertul thing for the State.
We ean onlv keep in toueh with 4,000 of
those who are born in the city, the suburbs
and Fremantle, the other 4,000 being born
in the country, The amount of our indebt-
cdness five years neo, and the amount of our
indebtedness to-day, camparing our popula-
tien of men, women and children with what
it is to-day and what it was five years ago,
works out at £330 per head. If we ean

save 15 c¢hildren out of every 1,000,
aceording to my  caleulation we shall
save £20,000 vear, becanse in loan ex-

penditure alone we have on the popula-
tion ligures expended a sum of £350 per head.
In view of the fuet that our population
is sparse, this Important fact oughi to ba
considered, and T thank Dr. Saw for hav-
ing mentioned it. T now eome to the gen-
cril eleetions, and the retuwrn of the Labour
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Government once more to power. All sorta
of suggestions have heen made as to how
this happened, as to what was done, and
what was not done. 1 have been waiting
anxiously for someone to take the initiative
in the matter. 1f what we were told has
been done Uy the Labour Government,
surely it demands an inquiry. We are told
that an arrangement was entered into be-
tween the Minister for Works and the Ted-
eral Minister for Works (Mr. Hill} where-
by eertain work was to be done in this coun-
try, some of it by contract and some of it
by day labour, but that the latter was not
to he done exeept with the consent of the
Federal Minister.

ITon. E. H. Harris: Was not that in the
agreement ?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not know. I
am seeking for information, If the Min-
ister for Works broke his pledge with the
Federal Minister, something ought to he
done in the matter, for it means that a snm
of £060,000 will have to be paid by the State
instead of by the Commonwealth. We were
told about voll-stufling, that hundreds of
men were put on the roll here, and hundreds
there. 1 was expecting to have a full in-
quiry inte the matter. 1 was approached
hy members of Parliament and asked to
take the mitiative. I point blank refused
to do s0. T have taken the initiative on a
good many ocecasions, but when we eame to
the last hurdle, my supporters were not
there. T said I had had enough of taking
the initiative. If they Jiked to make the
inquiry and found that these things were
so, and they wanted someone to hack them
up, [ satd I would stand by them to the last
diteh. If oll these rumours arc correct,
there should be an inquiry, and the matter
should he ventilated. 1f what has heen said
is true, it s bordering on corruption. For-
tunately for this country we have been
fairly elenr of corvruption, hat, if it is going
ol, it should be dealt with.

Hon, J. XNicholson:
Royal Comnission?

Hon. 1. J. HOLMES: A judge of the
Supreme (‘ourt would suit me, or a select
committee of the IMouse. It is not for
me to sugzest how the inquiry shonld
be made. One day during the election
campaign I was stopped by a prrominent
Nationalist.  He said to me, “What are
vou doing in the great canse?” T replied,
“T am trying to keep quiet” T will tali

Do you suggest a
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wembers why. I said that the Labour
people on the eve of the general election
gave a concession to the railways which,
according to my ecalenlations, which are
authentie, will cost this eountry a quarter
of a million pounds a year.

Houn. E. H. Harxis: But they bave not
given it yet.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: They said they
were going fo do so.

Hon. E. H, Harris: They have not re-
deemed the promise.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: They generally
live up to their promises if the Legislative
Couneil will allow them. The Labour Gov-
ernment of South Ausralia would not give
the employees an increase on the eve of the
general clections, hecanse they said it would
not he honest to do so. The Labour Gov-
ernment of this State promised to give the
railway employees this privilege, which
means long scrvice leave and will eost a
quarter of a million pounds annually, and
I thought they had done so. That was
bad enongh. [ was expecting that the
Nationalist people would take up the
matter. A leader of the Nationalist
Party, however, said that this scheme
was not good cnough for the railway
men, and that he had a better one to put
up, a superannuation scheme that wonld
he more costly to the country. That was
rne of my reasons for trying to keep quief.
If T had said anything I should bave al-
tacked the man who should have opposed it
hut did not. One prominent Nationalist,
who had been a Minister in the Nationalist
lovernment, and was a candidate at the
last elections, issued an advertisement which
read, “I am in favour of a 44-hour week
without diserimination.” What was the
fight over?

Hon. 11. Stewart: There was no Nation-
alist candidate; they were all members of
the United Party.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: Did that include
the Country Party?

Hon. H. Stewart: No.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Where did the
United Party come in? Tet members eall
them what thev like, it is the same old wolf
and the same old sheep’s clothing. 'We have
this Nationalist ex-Minister and a National-
ist e¢andidate opposing a Labour man, and
advocating o H-hour weck without dis-
crimination.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Did he win the seat?
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Tortunately, he
did not. This would include such people
as hospital nurses. Imagine a man in a
hospital near to death, with a nurse looking
after the ease. The union secretary might
enter the hospital and =ay to the nurse,
“Yonr lime is up for to-day; you must get
out.! What would happen to the patient?
Even the Labour Party were only trying
to apply the 44-hour week to certain induns-
tries. They have common sense enough to
know that if they applied it to the pastoral
or the agrieultural industry it would Dbe
goodbye to the only two industries that are
now carrying on the countrv. Fortunately
this Nationalist candidate did not succeed,
for tlie people showed their good sense by
keeping him out.  We now come to the
squaring of the ledger. All sorts of figures
have been put up to us by the Treasurer,
and by the Leaders of the United Party,
the Couniry Party and zll the other parties.
Tt is trne the ledger has been squared,
squared in the manner in which State ledgers
usually are squared. I do not know that
the present Treasurer is very different from
those who preceded him. He had a lot more
luck than the others. e had money thrown
at him that the other Trensurers were not
fortunate enough to get hold of.

Member: Five millions more than the pre-
vions Treasurer.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It is all juggling
with fignres. I shall not dwell too much on
it, becayse the financial agrement will put
a stop to all that. The juggling has gone on
to such an extent that the Commonwealth
had to take a hand. The Commonwealth
will in future dictate how much money shall
he borrowed and how it shall be spent. From
that aspect I do not condemn the finaneinl
agrecment. That agreement is the first evi-
dence of sone finance that we have had for
at all events the lasf ten years. However,
I shall deal with that phase later. I regret
to say that in the finaneiol agrecment there
are some things which I fear will hit this
State pretty hard. From the Gevernor's
Speech I learn that 140 blocks have been
surveyed in the northern part of the State
for the purpose of tropical agriculture.
That 1 consider a waste of money. It was
my good foriune to travel North in the
“Koolinda” as far as Port Darwin and back
agnin with ¥r. McCallum, the Minister for
Works, who will be able to confirm every-
thing I say. Mr, MeCallum may not agree,
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however, with my statement that tropical

agricalture cannot be established in the
North-West without coloured labour. I an

certain, though, he will ngree with me on
cvery other point. What surprises me is
that the new State proposal, which was so
prominently before the public a few months
ago, has not found a place in the Gover-
nor’s Speech at all. The Speech contains
no reference to the new State proposal; but
one .morve visit to the North has eonvineed
me that before we hand over any part of
our North-West we must have a clear and
distinet agreement, in black and white, with
the Federal Government—no mere promise
—-ag to what they propose to do by way of
developing that country. One has only to
travel along the North-West coast from here
to Wyndham to see what private enterprise
has done in that part towards developing
the North, and then to turn to Port Darwin
and sec what lederal incompetence has ac-
complished, the money that has been spent
there without anything to show for it. Talk
about White Australia! Mz MeCallum will
bear out my statement that the Iumpers
who handled the “Koolinda at Port
Darwin comprised Afghans, Greeks, and
Heaven knows what—there was only one
white man among the erowd. There is a
rise and fall in the tide of 20 feet or more,

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: At Port Darwin
it is 28 feef.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Every time the
tide altered, went down or went up, the
ship's gangway had to be removed, and the
chicf officer had consistently to go and
find the one white man in the gang, the
Englishman, in order to tell him what fo
do about the shifting of the gangway. The
ship's erew could not toueh it. The ship
took fruit and other goods and mer-
chandise; and whilst along the North-West
part of the State whole =slings-full went
ont, ten bags of sugar or five bags of
flour or five boxes of frwit as the case
might be, with splendid despateh. At
Port Darwin one ecould see a truckful of
men of all nationalities and the sling
eoing up with one case of fruit or one
bag of potatoes.  One trader showed us
that it had ecost him 16is. 9d. per ton to
get his fruit from the ship's hold on to the
jetty. One never saw anything so astound-
ing. so appalling. Drominent people at
Port Darwin tell the visitor that nothing
has been done there exeept to spend money.,
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A railway is being built somewhere inio
the interior. Men arrive at Port Darwin
and are sent up fo the railway, and the
peculiar thing is that none of them ever
comes back. I do not mean that the men
dic from overwork: they are kept on he-
cause any old thing will do to carry on
with there. That is what people are up
against in the XNorthern Territory. Mr.
MeCallum and [ were astounded at the
position which had been created. There
are Federal Cowmissioners for the North-
ern Tervitory—three of them, I think—an
the lowest-paid receives £2,500 a year, I
understand. These Commissioners travel
arvound the country looking for a policy
for the Northern Territory. One of the
members, the appointee from Queensland,
is a geologist, and I am given to under-
stand an expert in that job; but the Com-
missioner in c¢harge of mining is Colonel
Waddel, The three Commissioners go
around on their fancy jobs and see what
meney has been expended with nothing to
show for it. Tf one visits the tropieal agri-
euitural depot, one sees little except orna-
mental plants. When one sees what has
been done in the Northern Territory by
the Federal Government and what has been
done by private enterprise in the North-
West of this State, one becomes more than
ever determined not to let any part of our
North-West be handed over to the Com-
monwealth exeept after the signing of an
agreement in black and white, so that we
will know where we are: I do not want an
agreement in the form of promises or afier-
dinner speeches. Incidentally I may refer
to the difficulties the pzople in our North-
West labour vnder. Go to Port Sampson
the port of Roebourne, onc of the oldest
towns in the State, having been pioneered
50 or 60 years ago, and the people
without a  jetty to-dav. The jelty
which was constructed there was blown

away three years ago. Certainly Mr.
MeCallum  slated that the ¥Engincer-in-

Chief, who had visited Roehourne, was
going up again, and that the jetty would
be built if a site could be found. The hest
I could tell the people was, “You will get
yvour jetty in about two and a half years’
time, just before the next general election.
At least, that is when vou will get your
jetty started.” That was the best T could
tell them. T also said it was probable
these people would have a Labour repre-
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sentative in the next Parliament. Surely
we do not want {o get down to that con-

dition of affairs. Tet us try and get
on with the job. Then ihere is On-
slow, where the Mitehell Government

spent £100,000 on a jetty. .\t considerable
expense, the Slate also shifted the town.
which was 14 miles inland, to the head of
the jetty. The Government ecXchanged
bloeks of land with the peaple, and helped
to pay tor the transfer, thus establishing
the town on the coast instead of havine
it away back in the sandhills. After all
this had been done, it was discovered that
thgrc was no water on the new townsite.
This may be astounding, but it is a fact.
Things are done in a slipshod way. It was
said that there was a supply of water in
the sandbills, hut that supply has given
out. When Mr. MeCallum was interviewed
by a deputation from the road board, he
considered the matter so urgent thaé he
put np a proposal for all the houses to be
supplied with galvanised-iren tanks. The
matter was mentioned on the way up, and
Mr. MeCallum told us that he had a feas-
ible proposition to put forward. The
residents, who had heen sitting up all night,
met Mr. McCatlum on board the ship at
4 am on the return journey—we
were in for only an hour. Mr. MeCal-
Inm’s idea was to supply eaeh house
with a tank on the time-payment prineciple.
In order to give the people drinking water,
My, MeCallnm agreed to furnish each house
with a tank on the time-paxvment system.
Yet these people are pushing on there, in
the face of such difficulties, to trv to
develop the country. Even those eonditions,
however, are far preferable to Federal rule
in the Northern Territory. I observe that
the Governor’s Speech mentions a Bill to
amend the Workers’ Compensation Aect. T
do not know what amendments are to he
proposed, but one amendment I would sug-
mwest iz an amendment to deal with the €100
payable to the doctor and the hospital.
Previously the amount pavable to the
doctor was €1. The nmending measure
made the amount £100 for doctor and hos-
pital. T explained at the time that whilst
the maximam amount of ecompensation was
£730, the insuranee eompanies would cover
and charge for £830, beeanse of this eon-
tincent linhility of £100. I fouzht the
matter on the floor of the Touse when
the Bill was before us, and tried to
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get the amount for doetor and hospital
reduced 1o £30. 1 divided the Committee
on the matter, and the numbers were even,
so that the £100 stood. T explained at the
time tLat some parts of the country were
overrnn with destitute hospitais, and that
some of the medical fraternity were black
sheep, and that between the destitute hos-
pital and the hard-up doctor the £100 would
he absorbed, That prediction has been
borne out. When there was only a fee of
£1 payable to the docetor, he had a look at
the inj-red man, bandaged him up, and
sent him where he could get proper treat-
ment, bt now that there is £100 to be
divided between the country doctor and the
conntry hospital, men who do not under-
stand snrgery, men who do not understand
these cases, hang on to the injured person
until the £100 has been expended, and then
send him to the Perth Hospital to be treated
by the hororary surgeons, treated in the
manner in which he should have heen
treated at first. Sueh a condition of affairs
ghould net exist at all, and certainly should
not e allowed to continue. T do hope that
no matter what may be done to amend the
Workers’ Compensation Aect, the Minister
will make a note of that point and see that
the public are not vietimised to this extent.
I will give one instance. A man on my
station went out on the fop of a load of
hay. Coming down the hill the shafthorse
fetl, and the man fell off the top of the
hay on to a stone on the road. He was in
a bad way when I saw him. He would not
go to o doetor. T insisted on it, and as the
country doetor came to the town once a week
I sent the man there, a distanec of 15 miles,
The doetor eharzed him a guoinea, plus 7s.
6d. for a Dbottle of lotion, and told
him to get one of the men on the
station to rub him, Naturally, all these
men on stations have hands like bricks.
The man got so bad that when I was
leavine the station I insisted upon his
coming to Perth. T brought him to Perth
and he was met at the station with a motor
ear and taken to a prominent doetor of this
town, who examined him ond said, “You
have three +ibs broken, and T must tfreat
vou for that.” The doctor in the country,
with the £100 behind him, wanted the man
to go into a hospital there; but I would not
let him. What the country doctor did re-
commend was rabbing with liniment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I wish now to ad-
dress my remarks to the financial proposals
as consilered at the conference between the
Prime Minister and the State Premiers. I
offer no apology for dealing with this ques-
tivn at the present time. We know pretty
well what the terms and conditions are, and
I think it well for members to analyse the
position and express their views in order
that those acting for and on behalf of the
State may see the position from our view-
point. 1 am not going to econdemn the finan-
cinl agreement. T propose to disenss it in
order to clicit information from these deal-
ing with it, There is no doubt whatever this
agreement aims, not only at the solvency of
the States, but also at the solveney of the
Commonwealth. In other words, the Fed-
eral Loan Council are to be really the official
reeeivers on behalf of the Commonwealth
anl the States, to see that the thousaud
witllions that Australia owes to-day is paid
within 58 years. We can talk around the
suhjeet as much as we like, but that is it:
under the seheme the ederal Loan Council
i1s to be the official reeeivers for the States
and the Commonwealth, to see that the
thonsand millions Australia owes to-day is
paid within 58 years. That in itself is evi-
denee of sanity, It is a declaration to the
world that Anstralia has begun to look things
fairly in the face and proposes to make
provision to meet its existing liabilities. I
have talked on this subject for the last seven
years.  Wae in this State and the other
States also have been borrowing and spend-
ing money and talking about the defieits. 1
have steed on the floor of the House and
told the country Lhat our six million deficit—
one of our Treasurers laughed at it and said
it was nothing—meant to the State an in-
terest bill of a thousand pounds per day.
That was on that deficit alone. It repre-
sented six millions of money borrowed to
build railways and other public works, but
actually used to pay revenue accounts. I
have told the eountry—I do not want to
boast about it—that what the individunal
could not do the State could not do. For,
after all, the State is only a eombination of
individuals, If an individual borrows money
to pay his expenses, there is only one place
in which he can end, namely, the bankruptey
court. That is his way out of the diffi-
culty. The differcnce between the State, a
combination of individuals, and the individ-
ual is that the State cannot seek the protec-
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tion of the bankruptey court, but must
honour its ohligations. And to do that it
must bankrupt its industries. That is what
has been zoing on in Australia for the last
seven or ten years, bankrpting the indus-
tries by taxing them to suech an extent that
they cannot prosper; so that money has been
taken out of trades where it was being used
profilably and legitimately, and used to

pay interest on the extravagance that
has heen going on. There is in that
agreement a very wise provision that

the only money the Federal Government
can horrow outside of the Loan Couneil is
what they may borrow for defence purposes.
That is quite right. No¢ National Govern-
ment in a growing country like Australia
should have to apply to any Loan Council
for the requirements of defence. But all
other money has to be borrowed through the
Toan Council. And the Loan Council is
responsible for seeing that the States pay
their quota of the sinking fund, namely,
two-thirds, and that the Federal Govern-
ment pay the other third, in order that the
liahilities of over £640,000,000 shall be paid
within 38 years. Another wise provision
is that the seven millions, or the 7%% mil-
lions, as the case may be, that was handed
to the Siates as per eapita payments shall
no longer be paid. That money is to be
used by the Loan Council. What for? To
pay interest on existing loans. That
is a very wise provision. After this
no State Treasurer will have his quota
of that seven or 7' millions to spend
as he thinks fit. The Commonwealth
comes in and says that that 7% millions
shall be used to pay interest on existing
Joans, amounting to £640,000,000, and that
the Siate must pay two-thirds of the sink-
ing fund while the Commonwealth will pay
the remaining third. 1t is a very wise pro-
vision that the loan Council shall be in a
position to see that the interest and sinking
fund are paid. That is what 1 eall sane
finance, 1 have explained that, so far as
T can gather—my information comes mainly
from the latest vear book, and some of it
from our own stafistical register—that the
net indebtedness of the States is approxi-
mately £640,000,000. Western Australia’s pro”
portion of the net indebtedness is 60 mil-
lions, while our gross indebfedness is about
73 wmillions. Consequenily the other States
owe approximately 583 millions. What is
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concerning me is this. On the first page of
the agreement we read—

Sinking Fund nn Existing State Debts. A
sinking fund of 7s, 6d. per cent. per annum
or the net amount of the nxisting State debts,
including debts due by the States to the Com-
monwealth, shall be esinblished under new con-
stitutional powers, to provide for the extine-
tion of those debts during the period of 58
Yyears commencing cu the lst July, 1927, (The
net amount of existing debts means the gross
amount of these debts at the 30th June, less
the balanees of the sinking funds at that
date.)

That is one of the points troubling me.
Here we have Western Australia with a
gross indebtedness of 71 millions, a sinking
fund of 11 millions, and a net indebtedness
of 59 millions. Compare that with the .
Eastern States. New South Wales has a
gross debt of £234,000,000 and a sinking
fund of three-quarters of a million. My
point is that it is the gross indebtedness,
not the net indebtedness, that should
he taken over. Then we should have
had the advantage of having saved unp this
11 millions of sinking fund, which the other
States have not done. Victoria owes 140
millions and has a sinking fund of
£4,100,000. That is not too bad. Queens-
land owes £104,000,000 and has a sinking
fund of £1,100,000. South Australia owes
£83,000,600 and has a sinking fund of
£1,270,000. Tasmania owes £22,000,000
and has a sinking fund of £1,400,000. So
it will be seen that whilst we are owing 59
millions net and 71 millions eross, it 13 the
net amount that the Commonwealth will
take over. In other words, the Common-
wenlth will say, “You have paid 11 milliens
in sinking fund. We will take that off
what you owe, bringing the amount from
71 millions to 59 millions.” And it is on
that 59 millions that they will pay one-
third of the sinking fund while we pay
two-thirds, and on that amount also that
they are going to pay interest. 8o while
the other States, owing 583 millions, have
an aggregate sinking fund of approxi-
mately 834 millions, we owe 70 miliions
and have a sinking fund of 11 millions, but
are to get no credit for it. If they were
to take over the 70 milliony instead of the
59 millions, they would pay the whole of
the interest on the 70 millions, and one-
third of the sinking fund on the same sum
until the debt is liguidated. But under the
agreement, if I interpret it correctly, it is
there we shall be penalised because the con-
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servative governments of 10 and 20 years
ago made provision for these liabilities.
Coming to another phase we find this set
out in the agreement—

The Commonwesalth to take over the whole
of the public debts of the State. The Com-
monweaith to apply 7l millions annuvally from
its revenues towards paying interest charges.
the States to contribute the balance. Properly
safeguarded sinking funds to be established in
respeet of existing State debts and new bor-
rowings, the Commonwealth making substan-
tial contributions to these sinking funds. The
management of debt and future borrowings on
behalf of the Commonwealth and the States to
be vested in the Australian Loan Ceuncil con-
sisting of n representative of the Common-
wealth and a representative of each State,
such Council to be given powers under a Con-
stitutional ameundment.

That is the proposal, Take what we bave
done in this State. Apart from providing
a 10s. per cent. sinking fund on our loans,
we distinetly went out of our way in 1896
to do what I do not think hag been done in
any other State and for which, under this
agreement, we arve not to get any considera-
tion at all, I turn to the Coolgardie water
scheme, As we all know, the Act to author-
ise that work was passed in 1896. TUnder
that Act it was speeially provided that the
214 millions of money to be borrowed was
not to be subjected to the eonditions of the
Loan Act—namely the 10s. per cent. sink-
ing fund. The sinking fund was to be £3
per cent. in order to wipe cut the liability.
As the result of paying £3 per cent., the
State is going to suffer for its honesty. If
we had paid only 10s. per cent. from the
time of the passing of the Act until the
present date, we would have paid only
one willion of money. That would have left
a million and a half to be paid. What
wonld have happened if we had paid only
10s. per cent.? A million and a half would
have been taken over by the Commonwealth
as part of our national debt, they would
have paid half a million towards the sink-
ing fund and we would have paid a million.
They wonld have paid the whole of the in-
terest until the loan had been paid oft. That
survely is a point that should be considered
in a short-cut proposal such as this to take
over the debts without any inquiry. Then
again in the same year we hought the Great
Southern railway for £1,100,000 and we
specially prescribed that notwithstanding
anything contained in the General Loan and
Inseribed Stock Aect—which I have already
explained fixes the sinking fund at not less
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than 10s. per cent.~—~the eontribution to the
sinking fund should be £1 10s. per cent.
payable half-yearly, in other words £3 per
cent, If we had paid enly 10s. per cent.,
about £600,000 would be owing to-day in-
stead of the liability heing wiped off, the
Commonwealth would pay £200,000 of that
sinking fund and we would pay £400,000,
whilst they would pay the interest on
£600,000 at 5 per cent. until the loan was

extinguished. Surely these are matters
that should be given consideration. An-
other thing T find is that when the

Commonwealth take over the net debts,
there is a safety clanse setting out that
where money has been advanced by the State
Government to be repaid, the sinking. fund is
to be provided by the State and not by the
Commonwealth, What is going to happen
then? Surely we should know what debts
they propose to take over and what they are
not going to take over. What I am con-
gerned about is what they are going te pay
sinking fund on, and bhow much we as a
State are going to pay. There is a clause
in the agreement referring to recoverable
loans. When moneys have been expended
by the State from loan funds and the terms
provided for repayment of such money,
the State shall pay the moneys so repaid
ecither to the State loan fund or to a
sinking fund provided by this scheme, and
shall in addition make its sinking fund con-
tributions. What are they going to pay
ginking fund on? What I want informa-
tion ahout is this: The money that we
have advanced to the State trading concerns
will have to be repaid sooner or later. Is
that money to be put back on to the State
and shall we have to provide sinking fund?
What about the advances to group seitlers?
Is that not also money that will have to be
repaid by the State, and consequently money
for which the Commonwealth will not need
to provide sinking fund? Then there are
the advances by the Agrienltural Bank and
the Industries Assistanee Board, as well as
moneys provided for repurchased estates.
What T am concerned ahout more than any-
thing else is the six millions deficit. That
is money that has been taken from loan
with which to pay revenue aecounts. Cer-
tainly it has been funded, but =noner
or later that six millions will have {o be
paid back to revenue. Consequenfly we
shall have to provide the whole of the
sinking fund on it. These are matters that
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I think should reeeive the careful consid-
eration of members hefore we adopt the
Federal scheme. We had a similar proposal
before us in the days when Federation was
being diseussed, and an appeal was made to
owr sentiment with the cry of “One Flag,
One Destiny, One Prople.” Thal never ap-
pealed to me. T analysed the position then.
I was member for BEast Fremantle at the
tinte and I realised what would happen. We
were to be the junior partner, in other words,
the other States were to be the dog and we
were to be the tail. I have had experience of
senior and junior partners and I know that
the junior partner does all the work and gets
Iittle for it, while the senior partner is on the
hox seat all the time, The reason for the
financial agreement heing brought into ex-
istence is that anybody and everybody must
know that the rate at which Australia was
barrewing money withont any attempt to
repay it—other than Western Australia, of
eourse—could not continue and that some-
thing had to be done. It is an open seevet
that New South Wales and Queensland were
right up against it. They had to send am-
bassadors Home, bul those ambassadors
could not get money exeept on terms and
conditions that would have ruined the credit
of Australia. Then the Prime Minister eame
in and declared “We will finance you tem-
poratily in order to prevent that condition
of things happering, but you must come into
the scheme.” Those States had to come in.
The agreement does not suit the Premier of
Queensland ; neither does it suit the Premier
of New Bouth Wales to give Mr. Bruce credit
for this. They sail under a different flag al-
together, but they are right up against it. As
1 have already explained, New South Wales
pwes 230 millions and has a sinking fund of
three-quarters of a million. Western As-
tralia owes 70 millions and we have a sinking
fundl of 11 millions. We are not foreed into
this position as is the case with New South
Wales and Queensland, and we should not
be in the position to have to say, *“We have
in the pust shown to the world that we in-
tend to pay, and because we have becn
honest and paid three per eent. when wa
could have paid half per cent.,, we should
have some econsideration.” We talk about
extending our railway system and authoris-
ing the consiruetion of wore railways. I
want members to undertand that as far ay
new works are coneerned, loans ean be
Noated in the future only with the consent of
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the Loan Council. What is more, the Com-
monwealth propu-e tv amend the econstitu-
tion, Seetion 105 (a) of the Commonwealth
Constitution .\et reads—

Parlinment  (that is, the Federal Parlia-
ment) may, for carrying out or giving effect
to any agreement made, or to be made De-
tween the Communweaith and the States, make
laws with yespect to public debta fof the
Btate . . . .

They are going to wake laws. I do not com-
plain about that: I think it is a wise pro-
vision, It a4 community ol six million people
owe a thousamd million pounds, it is time
soieone woke up and =aid “We should be-
@in to pay.”’ T am not complaining about
what the Commonwealth CGovernment pro-
pose to de, but hon. members must cease to
tatk about building raitwavs. We have to get
down to hedrock se far as finance is con-
cerned, and thal is why 1 favour the agree-
ment. The agreement is for the Common-
wenlth and the States, but we should
have spceial provision to meet our
special circumstances. It will be noted
that the Commonwealth will pay interest
on existing debts. They use the per capita
fund for that purpose. Certainly they supple-
ment it to the extent of about £809,000 a year.
That s what they propose to put in the
sinking fund. Of that £80,000 our quota
would be £80,000 a vear. We have to put
in £160,000, which makes £240,000 alto-
gether. That ix why it was calculated to
appeal to the State Treasuwrers. Under ex-
isting cireumstances, if we owe £64,000,000,
we have to contribnte £320,000 per year to
the sinking fund. TUnder the financial agree-
ment we will have to put in only half that
amount.  Ont of £100,000 the Common-
wealth will contribuie a quarter and the
other £80,000 is emrried on  for the
next gcneration to pay. These are
the litle tit-bits pal ap for the Pre-
mier to hang on to. The Premier will
have to pay £16G0,000 into the sinking fund
ingtead of £320,000. The Commonwealth
will pay their £80,000, and the other £30,000
is to he carried on to he liguidated at the
end of 38 wvears. That i< the tithit held out
to the Premicr to help halance his ledeer.
After all, this question of halaneing the ledger
does not appeal fo me, because the fieures
of this State, a= well as of other States,
have always been jupeled to make appear
what really doe~ nat exi<t, While the Com-
monwealth i< tu Jay interest on cxisting
dehts, it will be the responsibility of the
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State to pay interest on all new loans. The
Commonwenlth have done with the per
eapita payments, and while they will pay
interest on existing debts onty, the States will
have {o shoulder the responsibility for ic-
terest in respect of their new loans. It must
be remembered that new Joans will have
to he floated by the Loan Couneil for atl
the States in the immediate future, In
respect of those loans the Comimonwealih
will pay half the sinking fund econtribu-
tion, which will be 10s. per cent.,, the Com-
monwealth paying half and the States the
remaining half. On all new loans the States
will have to find the interest themselves and
the Loan Conneil will see to it that the in-
terest is fonnd. That 15 a wise provision,
for it will take us back to sane finance.
Tnstead of 1 per cent. of the people taking
an intevest in the sinking fund, and another
1 per cent. m the deficit, we will find 99 per
cent. of the people taking an interest in
this snbject when the Loan Couneil puts the

serew on. I have no hesitation in saying
that this agreement has ben compiled
to avoid a national calamity. He who

rins may read. My only hope is that the
scheme will be adopted subject to proper
protection for the Skate that is trying to do
its duty, and that is all T ask. If other
States had done what we have done, made
provision for sinking funds and shown the
world that Australia intended fo pay iis
debts and was making provision for repay-
ments, there would be no necessity for the
finaneial agreement (o which I referred. On
the other hand, other States have run riot
and have borrowed money withouf making
provision for vepayment. Instead of pay-
ing V4 per cent. into a sinking fund, we have
been payving 3 per cent., and surely beeause
of that it is reasonable to expect that West-
ern Australia should have some speecial pro-
vision included in the agreement. It is for
that reason that I ask for this considera-
tion. This is a most important matter, and
I offer no apologies for imposing upon the
good humour of the House in discussing the
matter at some length. It is our duty to
point out these things before someone in
authority asks the country to adopt the
scheme, and Parliament is asked to adopt
it too. It is for that reason that T am ad-
dressing the House this evenming. Here is
another point. We have authorised public
works, presumably to the extent of £6,000,-
000, that have never been constructed. Our
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deficit on revenue aecount is £6,000,000. In
other words we spent £6,000,000 more
than we have collected, but, of conrse,
that is impossible. What we bave
done is that we have taken £6,000,000
of loan money and paid it to
revenue account. That means that money
that should have veen unsed for the eonstrue-
tion of public works, railways and so forth,
has been used to pay revenue accounts. The
seleme in fhis State has been to place be-
fore Darliament a railwoy construction
schedule indicating that certain railways
are to be built. There was no intention fo
build those railways for 10 years, but on
that authority Governments have horrowed
money to butld other railways that shonld
have been built ont of the £6,000,000. Hon.
members will realise the position that will
arise when the Loan Council gets on the
track of these matters. The soomer that
hody gets on the track, the better. On the
other hand, we have Mr. Burvill asking
for & vailway here and a railway there, and
an Aet of Parliament for the purpese of
arading potatoes!

Hon. A, Burviil: That will cost nothing.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Tt will cost a lof
of time and it is futile. Fancy dealing
with matters of that dezeription when we
hnve this great problem confronting the
State! Talk about grading potatoes! Good
heavens, everyone knows that the man who
bags a lot of bad pofatoes and puts
rood ones on top, is eounted out the next
time he sends his produce to market. 1f
anybody goes to a frnit shop where fine
fruit is displayed in the windows and is
served with rotten stonff, he will never go
to that shop again. I will give the House
an instanee regarding one of our wool
growers. lIle shipped his wool to London
under his brand and established a good
name for his wool. One year he bought a
Iot of second grade sheep and ran their
wool in with his other wool and sent his
consignment te London. The wool buyers
bought his consignment in good faith,
thinking the wool was of standard quality.
The next wear, when his wool was sab-
mitted for sale in London, he could not
zet a bid, and the wool had to be taken
off the market and sold privately. That
is the way to deal with such people. We
do not require railways to be authorised
if they are not to be built. We do not want
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to take up the time of Parliament with
Bills to azuthorise the grading of potatoes,
when we have important matters to dis-
cuss! To conclude my references to the
financial agreement, I admit that this
means national solveney. It involves a
declaration to the world, to whom we owe
money, that we are going to start out to
pay. What I am concerned abont is that
the necessity for this has been brought
about by other States more than by Wesi-
ern Australia. I am afraid, therefore, that
we may be hauled into the scheme without
that proper protection we are entitled to.
It may mean the insolvency of this State.
I am afraid that it may mean that we will
have to battle along under the agreement,
as we have been battling all through under
Federation. I want to avoid that. Heaven
only knows we have footed the bill while
we have been a pariner in the Federation.
We know the price we paid in the eream
of our manhood during the war pertod. We
have done our part from a national stand-
point. Now I am not asking too much
when I request Ministers to consider the
points I have raised and to see that they
get equity and justice for this State. T
will leave the financial agreement now. It
is @& subject rather difficult to deal with
and I hope I have submitted some points
worthy of consideration. Now I come to
the guestion of group settlement. I look
upon that subject as next in importance
for this Parliament to deal with. Mr.
Baxter has taken credit this afternoon for
something that he said in 1923. Let me
read to hon. members what I said on the
19th September, 1922, Sir James Mitchell
had returned from London and had told the
people that he had arranged to bring ont
75,000 people in five years; he was to estab-
lish 6,000 farms at £1,000 each, and he
would have £6,000,000 with which fo do
it. As a matter of fact he did not have
a penny. The advance of £6,000,000 was
contingent upon Western Australia earry-
ing out the contract. If we took 25,000
people only, we had to establish 2,000
farms, and that meant we would get
£2,000,000. If we took balf that number
only, we would get £1,000,000, Thus we
did not get £6,000,000 at all. To get it we
would have had to absorb 753,000 people
within five years, and establish 6,000 farms
at £1,000 each. Everyone knew at the time
that it was impossible to do that, with men
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who did not know their job. Only if we
carried out the contract were we to get
£6,000,000; if we could not do sll that, we
would receive money pro rata. However,
at that time I drew attention to an article
that appeared in the English Press, when
Bir James Mitchell was in England. The
article, as emanating from Sir James,
appeared under the headings of “Farms
Given Away,’ “How to Get Then.”
During the debate I read@ the article and
some comment was made. I will read the
repori from “Hansard” as follows—

The article reads—

The scenc is in the bush in my own
country of Western Ausiralia, The fire
that has been lit more for echeerfulness
sake than for warmth flings dancing light
and shadows on the huge boles that mark
the forest wall. The little band of youths
and men wag are hewing out homes for
themselves on the timber-covered slopes
lean on the big logs or lie on heaps of
leaves around the companionable blaze.

This is what he told the British people. The
article continues—

They are tired after a hard day’s toil
that roughens and toughens the body but
keeps the mind eclean. A rustle in the
forest %ells of some innocent ereature of
the wild astir, For what are these men
working?  Immediately and visibly, for
the Government subsistence allowance of
Os. or 10s. a day, But they are doing some-
thing more than that. They are working
for themselves . . . .; they are paying
their own wages; and the Government of
Western Australia i3 lendipg them the
money to do it.

That is what the Premier put up to the
people of tlre Old Country.

Hon. If. Seddon: No wonder they are coming
out.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw:
Micawber?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: That is what the
Premicy put up to the people of the Old Coun-
try. What did he get? He got the promise
of n rechate of one-third interest—the Com-
monwealth Government are to provide the
other third—on six millicns of money for five
vears anly, on certain conditions, The con-
ditions are that he must bring 75,000 people
to the State, I think to the South-West, It
is a fine point as to whether it is to the
South-West or to the State; that is not quite
clear.

The Minister for Education: Chiefly in the
South-West,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: He has to esiablish
6,000 of them on farms in the South-West,
and when they are estnblished the Tmperial
Government will rebate omne-third of the in-
tercst for five years—they do not horrow any
money, they only come in on the rebate of the
interest, They say, “* When you have done this
work we will rebate the interest.’’ The sum
of £1,000 is to be the maximum expenditure
for each settler estahlished.

Ts the article signed
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If we did not establish them for £1,000 we
were not to get any interest or any contri-
bution towards any amount in excess of
£1,0060. Thus if we spent £2,000, we would
get a rebate of interest on only £1,000,

8ix thousand people must be settled in the
South-West, and the total expenditure on each
is not to be more than £1,000 . . ..

Hon, H, Stewart: There will be no trouble

in bringing 75,000 people here if they c¢ost
nothing, but the trouble will be in keeping
them here.
That has been the trouble. In the last five
years our population has increased by
40,000, and of the total 25,000 represents
births over deaths, The remaining 15,000
represent the inerease of arrivals over de-
partures, We were to bring out 75,000 peo-
ple and establish 6,000 farms, and what bave
we done? The total increase for the whole
of the State, group settlements and every-
where else, is 15,000, and we have spent
6% millions of money on the job, What
have we established? Not 6,000 farms but
2,000 farms, which ave lingering on between
Heaven and the other place until the present
Minister for Lands can find some remedy.

Hon. M. Stewart: There probably have
been 6,000 people in the procession that has
passed through the groups.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : I was not satisfied
with the position, and in 1923 T moved for
the appointment of a select commitiee to in-
quire into the Peel Estate. The select com-
mittee afterwards became & Royal Commis-
sion and I stipulated that it was to he an
honorary Royal Commission. The commis-
gion consisted of the Hons, A. Lovekin, J.
Cornell, E. T, Gray, E. Rose and myself.
While other members after a sirenuous ses-
sion were enjoying their holidays, the mein-
beis of the Royal Commission spent consid-
erable time and energy in trying to get at
the facts regarding the Peel Estate.

Hou. J. Cornell: And T had a stiff elec-
tion campaign before me.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: I cannot hold the
present Government blameless, beenuse the
report was presented 314 vears ago and the
Government must have known for the last
twa or 2% years what has been going on
down there. What I am afraid of is that
when they become acquainted with the posi-
tion it was too near an election to tackle
the problem, with the result that immediately
the general election was over, the position
wounld e faced.
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Hon. H. Stewart: The Government had
three years in which to take action.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If that is so, it is
a pity that the poor wretches of settlers had
votes at all, because otherwise they might
have been treated differently and more
promptly. [ wish to show that I aceept no
responsibility for the 644 millions of money
spent in the South-West. I was born there
and, as soon as my father died, we had to
realise on the property and get out. In the
South-West there is good land with a good
rainfall, but how ean we expect people who
do not know the job to go there and make
a success of developing holdings. While
Sir James Mitchell was boosting this pro-
posal in London, I met his brother in St.
George’s-terrace and I said to him, “I see
that Bir James is in London boosting the
South-West.” He replied, “Yes, the South-
West is going to get all the money.” 1T said,
“Do not yom think we in the North shounld
get some of the maney?” He said, “Don't
worry about that; if he puts a lot of people
down there we shall have to feed them and
we shall be all right.” I said, “Do not you
think we should tell the people the truth
that he, you and me and scores of others
were starved out of the cold, wet South%”’
He replied, “He could not tell them that.
If he did, he would not get the money for
the scheme.” That shows again that I have
been no party to this expenditnre, and I ac-
cept no responsibility for it. In January,
1923, we were discussing the Pemberton-
Denmark railway of 130 miles. We were
told that it must be built to provide for
group settlements. I battled with the Houze
until I got the Bill amended to restrict the
construction to 30 miles at either end. The
Engineer-in-Chief was brought in, and he
asked for secetions suffigient to enable him
to make his stations, We restricted the rail-
way because we had the port of Albany at
one end and the port of Bunbury at the other
end as outlets for the produce. There was
no neeessity for the authorisation of the in-
terinediate junk except the desire for author-
ity to borrow more money. Speaking on the
Biil, I said—

I do not ecare whether I am regarded as a
pessimist, but to bring tens of thousands of
people to this country, find the money to bring
them here. and pay them daily wages until
they become established, if it ¢an be accom-
plished, will entitle the Premier to the highest
honour that the Empire can eonfer upon him.

Hon. J, Ewing: He will do it all right.
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Hon. J. J, HOLMES: We must not lose
sight of the fact that it is all being done by
borrewed money, and every time we borrow
money we inerease our interest bill. What I
am concerned about is that if we are not
already earrying too Dig an interest load, the
day i3 not far distant when we shall be.

Hoa. J. A, Greig: All we need do is to go
to the British Government. They have per-
mitted the Germans to repudiate their repar-
ations.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Couniry Party
have done a good deal in the last few weeks
of which they have no rcason to feel proud.
If the hon, member is advoeating repudiation,
the sooner the Country Party go out of exist-
ence the better for the State.

Han. J, W. Kirwan: Ile was not serious.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I necd not say any-
thing more about the Country Party, and I
need not sny much more about the ﬁil]. In
view of the faet that £800,000 is required to
build this railway and that we are embark-
ing this year on loan expenditure to the cxtent
of four millions, out of which only £35,000 is
alloeated for the eonstruction of this line, and
seeing that we shall be meeting again about
six months hence, I propose to vote against the
second reading of the Bill,

We trimmed that Bill up and granted a
section at either end. We were told that
migrants werc coming out and that the
whole line must be built. That was
1923. This is 1927, and how much of it has
been built? My evidence, which I admit is
hearsay, is to the effeet that not many miles
have been built at either end. I am sorry
to detain the House, but I leok upon group
settlement and finanee as the two questions
of outstanding importance. Shortly before
Sir Hal Colebateh retired from the Agent
Generalship he told the people in England
that group settlement was not a dream but
a reality. T shall show the House presently
that it is a reality.

Hon. H. Stewart: Was it on statements
like that that he built up his great repufa-
tion?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Let me now quote
from the report of the Royal Commission
of which I was chairman—

During the inquiry by your Excellency’s
Commissioners, many instances of lack of co-
operation and co-ordination were brought under
their notice. Due fo this even the Leader of
the Legislative Couneil (the Hon. 7. P. Cole-
bateh) on information furnished to him, made
a statement to the House which has not Dheen
supported by the evidence. On the 23rd Janu-

ary, 1923, he stated (‘‘Hansard,’’ page 2722)
that—

““The cxpenditure on the Prel Estate, in-
cluding purchase, has been £190,096, of
which £43,000 represents plant which will
be of use clsewlere, thus reducing the ex-
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penditure on the cstate to £147,096. Tt is
admitted that it will cost to vomplete
£150,000, bringing the toial for the cstate
to £297,096. There will be a profit on the
sale of firewood amounting to £30,000, mak-
ing the latal estate £267,096. The works
carriml out will drain 18,000 acres of swamp,
and aktogether 50,000 ncres of the estate
can be eropped, and it is regarded as a con-
rervative  estimate that as  against  the
£267,000 spent on the estate its value will
not be much short of one million sterling.’’

This information was, of course, offictally
supplied to Mr. Colebateh, but apparently he
did not know that there were other spending
avenues, and it was admitted to your Excel-
leney’'s Commissioners that the Jatest esti-
mated sum required to complete the scheme
would reach about four times the amounc
stnted by the responsible Minister.

When we got on to that, the expenditure
amounted te a million of money, and it was
practieally a nullion of money at the time
the statement was made. 1 shall quote pre-
senfly the Minister for Lands, Mr. Troy,
and show that the expenditure on the Peel
Estate is two millions. The Royal Commis-
sion of which T was chairman tried to stop
further expenditire when it had reached
onn miliion.  Coupled with the statement,
that the expenditure is now two millions we
kave to rememhber that the number of
settlers 35 being reduced from 400 odd to
240, which means that the average holding
is going to cost over £8,000. Eight thon-
sand pounds at 5 per cent. means £400 «
vear in interest, and there is no settler in
the groups who will pay it. The offi-
cers at the eommencement of the Roval
Commission inquiry were almost rude.
They wanted to get on with the job.
They had a good thing on, they =aid,
and the country had a good thing on,
but before we had finished with them we
ronvineed them that we had put a good
many people on the right track and though
they came, as it were, to curse, they re-
mained to praise. Mr, JMecTLarty, in the last
portion of his examination, was questioned
thus—

T gather from your evidence and the cvidenee
of expert officers and other witnesses that good
mien will sweceed on inferior land, and that
@ man who does not know his job will fail
on the best of land. Have I interpreted your
cvidence ¢orrectly?

He replied, ““Yes™ T said, “Will you tell
me how von are going to spoon-feed thesc
thousands of people into prosperity who
do mot kunow their job? His answer
was, “I was not responsible for bring-
ing those people to this countrv. It
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was fthe policy of my Governmend
to bring them. I am doing the best

1 ean with the material at my command.”
Thus it is that the whole of the officers
swung rvound to my way of thinking in 1924,
except that the expenditure has gone on as
fast as ever. There is one thing worth not-
ing. 1If there is a difference between the
two parties in the country, it is this. The
United PParty or the Country DParty, or
whatever it may be termed, claim that the
State should be developed by private enier-
prise, and the work done by eontract where
it could he so done. The labour Party say
it shall be done by State enterprise and the
work done by day labour. Then we have
the Nutionalist Government starting ont to
nationalise the dairving indusiry and to do
s0 by day labour. Now we have the Labour
Government, which is pledged te dav lab-
our, hoving the work done by contraet.

Hon. 4. Cornell: Awnd by larze contracts.

Tlon. J. J. HOLMES: Urder the day
labour system land was costing £45 an acre
to elear, while the Lahour Govern-
ment let contracts for clearing similar
land for £10 an acre. Whilst this
hns been going on a new colony has
heen built up on the goldfields with
men who have iheir own money, and have
put their energy and enterprise into the
business, These are the people we ought to
encournge. It is private enterprise we want
to encourage. We should not embark wpon
these national schemes which we all know
must emd in disaster. These mien on the
goldficlds ave not being spoon-fed. They
have not the haker and butcher calling every
aflernoon and the Chinamen bringing them
vegetables. I am not romancing. Officers of
the Department said that people on the Pesl
Estate were huying vegetables from China-
men, I take the full responsibility for these
stafements. If ever there was an appalline
proposition put upon this State it is this
one. I have preached this doctrine for the
Iast five years. I will now tell members
what the Minister for Lands said, and will
leave the public to judre for themselves as
to the position. The other night the Min-
ister for Lands said--

The total number of groups, ineluding the
four that have been amalgamated is 136, while
the number of applieations for locations was
3,830. Those who falled to report for inelu-
gion when notified, totalled 451, while 1,068

were deferred as unsuitable. Those sent to
the various group sctilements totalled 4,320,

These who have left the group settlements
totalled 2,146, while those dismissed num-
hered 126, giving a total of 2,272 who have
left the groups. Group holdings now fotal
2,382, and the number of settlers remaining
on the groups 2,048,

On the early groups the average cost was
£65 per acre.  On nine groups established in
1922 the development of 29 acres of pasture
ineluding bumildings, fencing, etc.,, cost £2,138,
or a#n average of £73 per aere. In 1923 the
cost amounted to £30 per acre.

Hon, II. J. Yelland: Ts that for the
actual clearing?

Hon. J. 1. HOLMES: The hon. mem-
ber will learn more about that divectly. In
1923 the eost amounted to £80 per acre.
Now we vome to the Abba Biver. The Min-
ister says—

The Board does not holdl out mueh hope for
the sueeess of the seitlers,  1f some of the
blocks could De utilised for growing potatoes
and *hey were heavily fertilised, and intense
culture were undertaken upon them, pastures
might grow later on. As a resuit of these
exnericnces, I think it would De very
unwise to comtinue longer with these partieun-
lar groups. A certain amount of moncy has
been expended on them, but very little resunlt
has been achieved. We have reached the stage
when we cannot find any prefitable work for
the settlers to do there. It is the same thing
with part of the Peel Estate and tho sandhills
there,

M. Cornell knows those sandhills. We told
this country 315 vears ago in our report
that on the south-east corner of the Peel
Estate they had cut up 7,000 acres into
60 blocks, which is 110 acres to each block.
They consisted of zamia palms, white sand,
prickly hush and banksia.

Hon. J. Cornell: It would not feed a
coat,

Ion. J. J. HOLMES: Sixty houses were
built on these 7,000 acres, 60 dairy farms
when there was not one dairy farm in the
whole area. The expenditure on that estate,
so far as we could find, was one million
pounds and to-day it has increased to two
million pounds. The nuomber of people on
it has been redueed irom about 400 to about
200. The Minister for Lands said with re-
gard to Abba River—

The settlers cannot make a living on the
hocks; T do not see how they ean do so.
woulid not have cared to lightly take this step
hut for the unanimous opinion of the Advisory
Board, which has been associnted with the
groups right through. In the beginning the
Board was hopeful of suceess. Had it not
heen for their present view I should have been
vety slow to take the action I have taken. In
the interests of the State however, the re-

constitution has to he iade.

+
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Now we come to the famous cow farmers.
The “Bulletin” refers to the farmers in
Western Australia as “Mitehell’s cow farm-
ers” It is a serious matier for the State
to face. Dealing with the question of cattle,
the Minister for Lands said—

The total number of cows held by settlers
on the groups at the 30th Juue last was 6,402,
and the number of unallotted cows was 9,000
At the same date the settlers held 3,464 heifers
and 421 were unallotted. The unallotted
stock are largely stoek which the department
have bheen ealled upon to repossess, beeause
the pastures would not maintain them. Owing
to the reconstitution now taking place, the de-
partment may bave to repossess n considerable
nuember of cattle this year. On the Pecl Estate
the department were compelled to reposscss
542 cows last year, und in the Busselton area
195, making a total of 737 cowa repossessed,
besides 59 young heifers.

Mr. Thomson: Through the settlers not hav-
ing sufficient pasture?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Is not the Peel Estate
a group settlement?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It was not when
we were there, I do not know whether it is
now. They knew so much abount it that when

. we examined the first witness, Mr. McLarty,
I said, “this agreement provides that you
must give these people their land, The
Peel Estate is a repurchased estate, and you
cannot give it to them.” He said, #I did not
know that was in the agreement,” T said,
“When were you appointed Chairman of the
Board?® He said, “I was never appointed
or it. I found the thing going on and
thought it was someone’s business to deal
with it.” As a consecientious officer, he tried
to hold it up. The Minister for Lands went
on to say—

I do not think there ia the necessary quan-
tity of soil in the sand plains, and certainly
there is not the subsoil to enable any great
volume of produetion unless the land is buily
up by organic manure. The cost of drainage
to make that land cultivable is estimated
at £100,000, or even £200,000; and I am not
preparedl to ecommit the Government te any
further expenditure in that connection, I
believe the great majority of settlers there
are satisfied that the country will not make
goul. The proposed reduction on the Peel
Estate will be from 475 to 246.

Mr. Thomson: Fow many blocks do you
estimate there will be on the Pecl Estate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The esti-
mated number will be reduced by about one-
half. T have had a few averages worked out.
Tnder the heading ‘‘the average pasture area
established and the expenditure for the whole’’
I find that on a number of groups in the
Abha River district cstablished in 1922 the
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expenditure has been £1,989 for an average
pasture, developed, of 33 acres, or a cost of
£60 per acre. In the same locality, on &
group established in 1824, the expenditure
was £1,667 or £64 per acre.
Hon, Sir James XMitchell:
include buildings for stock?

Does not that

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt in-
cludes everything but stoek. The cxpen-
diture at the 30th June last shows that

on the Pecl Estate for settlement and de-
velopment £889,556 has been required. That
does not include roads or drainage. On roads
on the Peel Estate there has heen expended
£234,759, while the amount spent on drain-
age is £3521,639, or a total cost, ineluding the
purchase price, development, roads and drain-
age, of mearly two million pounds,

Member: How many blocks are there on
that estate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: After the
reconstrzetion abaut 240, Group settlement
expenditure at 30th June, 1926, was £4,630,000.

Mr. Thomson: Ts that inclusive of the Peel
Estate?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
shown that the total expenditure on the Peel
Estate was mnearly £2,000,000; so it will be
scen that the aggregate expenditure on group
settlement has been about £6,000,000,

The Minister concludes as follows:—

I am giving these figures beeaunse hon, mem-
bers have been caleulating on what is known
43 cheap money. 1 am not going to say any-
thing nbout the possibilities of the future, but,
T think the House is entitled to some conercte
information.

He explains that tlie eheap money and this
interest we are getiing had gone up in smoke
to meet these liabilities. He said he was not
going to say anything ahout the possibili-
ties of the future, but that the House was
entitled to some econerete information. I
think so too. The information should have
been given three vears ago. The Minister
adds—

That drainage carried out has been costly,
and that wundertaken at the Peel Estate
is not yet satisfactory. When heavy gales are
expericneed the water banks up and some of
our hest loeations are under water for weeks
at a time. Although I admit T have no ex-
perience in engineering, T cannot see how that
difficulty ean be overcowne,

That is the position. The explanation should
have come three vears ago. It is the ex-
planation which my colleagues on the Royal
Commission tried to give to the counfry
31% years ago. I leave the matter at that,
but T do hope that it is not too late for
something yet to he done to prevent any
more of this reckless expenditure. Tt is be-
cause we have embarked upon such schemes
as this, not only here, and because
Australia as a whole has been anxious
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to get money and spend it irrespee-
tive of whether the ezxpenditure +was
profitable or not, that we are being

forced into this financial agreement. I only
hope that, apart from what has happened
in the last few years, the fact that the states-
men of this country in bygone days did
show the world that we in this State were
going to meet our liabilities, will influence
those concerned when dealing with the finan-
cial agreement to give this State what we
are entitled to, before finalising it and put-
ting it up to this Parliament, and to see
that we are not penalised for the honest
attitude we took up in the early years of
responsible government. I support the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply,

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Maetro-
politan) [8.48): In supporting the motion
tor the adoption of the Address-in-reply,
I join with other members in expressions of
lovalty to the Throne and of congratulalions
upon the visit of the Duke and Duchess of
York, together with other distinguished Em-
pire visilors during the year. Dealing with
finance, T have to congratulate the Govern-
meni on the production, after 16 years of
deficits, of a eredit balance. Whatever Gov-
ernment it was that could ehange the condi-
tion of affairs from a eontinual 1un of de-
ficits to a surplus deserves congratulation.
While many ifs and buts have been voiced
by hon. members as to what the credit bal-
ance really consists of, T do not wish to take
up that attitude, but do wish honestly and
sincercly to congratulate the Government on
the production of a surplus. I regard it
from its moral value and the tone it gives
to the community. The impression so gained
must be useful, especially when taken in
conjunetion with the fact that a 33% per cent.
redunction in ineome tax has ruled during the
finaneial year. Tt must give heart to the
peuple whose natural inelination is to use
their energies in developing anything they
are concerned in or can apply their hands
to. It is also useful and helpful fo the com-
munity at large to know that inereased taxa-
tion is likely to be suspended, at least for a
time. When a deficit exists, there is always
the suggestion that fresh taxation must be
imposed for the purpose of squaring the
ledger. Now the people have taken heart
in the knowledge of the financial position
whieh has been attained, and in the belief
that no serious inroads in the natare of
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higher taxation are to be feared. As to the
per capita payments and the introduetion
of a new system of financial relationship
between {hie Siates and ihe Commonwealth, I
desire to express my personal thanks to Myr.
Lovekin for having got in so early with his
analysis, which must give every member ser-
ious thought. We must realise that the elos-
est consideration should precede decision
or action of any kind. I am trying to leep
an open mind until such time as the Gov-
ernment shall have presented their case.
Still, we have been able to size up the posi-
tion fairly well from the diseussions whieh
have takén place in the East, and from what
owr own Premier has said on the subject.
Yet there is not the slightest doubt that there
will be other faets brought forward, and
these no doubt will guide us in our decision
and action when the time comes. I hope
that my vete, when 1 cast it, will be in the
best interesis of the State and the Common-
wealth, because ahove everyihing I desire
to vote in that manner. My mind, however,
runs much on the lines of the c¢ontinuance
of the per capita payments on a territorial
basis. It runs that way because I feel that
the conditions which are now being set up
will only take account of the State’s re- °
quirements at the present day. As Mr.
Holmes told us this evening, all new loans
will have to be dealt with by the States in
the future aus in the past, the only relief
being in connection with old debts, which
will take & period of 58 years to
wipe out. Our eclaims and demands
will be just the same in the future &s they
have been in the past. When the charges on
our revenue incerease by the necessity of pro-
viding for a greater population without hav-
ing the benefit of Customs revenue to help
us, the load is bound to be much heavier than
it has heen. For that reason I should like
the agreement which is being drawn up to
contain some elastic provision giving the
States the opportunity to review the posi-
tion at intervals, so that we shall not again
be forced to raise the cry of Federal disa-
bilities, with the necessity for inquiry before
the eventual granting of relief during that
period of 58 years. The production of
wheat we must regard as highly satisfactory;
but there is a point which, in my opinion,
makes for still greater satisfaction, and that
is the endeavour to ingrease the production
per acre. The other evening I listened to
an address in which the Director of Agrienl-
ture detailed how in certain areas supposed
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to e poor in regard to wheat proeduetion,
areas where hitherto not more fhan five or
six bushels per acre eould be grown, the land
had, by the close applieation of departmental
ofticers and the co-operation of the farmers,
been enahled to produce as mueh as 20 to
27 bushels. [f this process of improvement
continues as the land becomes sweetened, and
if our acrenge under crop goes on increas-
ing, it ecan easily be conceived what fhe
wheat, industry will eventually mean to West-
ern Australia, In connection with this mat-
ter there have been what may be termed two
official statements almost directly opposed
to each other, and I think some notice should
be taken of them. One statement was made
by Mr, Charles Nathan, who spoke at »
dinner given by the Commerecial Travellers’
Club on what they call “Assoeiation Day™;
and I presume he was speaking from offieial
fizures supplied to him., He would hardly
speak as he did withount such fignres. He is
reported to have said Western Australia had
something like 12,000,000 acres on which fo
count for wheat production. The “Pocket
Yvar Book"” for 1927, issned under the ou-
thority of My, Munsie, contains the follow-
ing on page 105:—

The demand for land in the wheat-grewing

and pastoral arens lhas reached its highest
level, In view of this, and of the impression
outside the State that Western Australia lias
millions of aeres available for immediate set-
tlement, the Government decmed it necessary
to direet attention to the actual position.
This was done by the Minister for Lands in
Parliament during Oetober, whea he gave the
following statistics! information:—ELnnd se-
Jeeted, cxclusive of pastoral areas in 1906,
12,573,902 acres; from 1906 to 1926, 17,566,
890 acres; total land alienated or In course
of alicnation, 30,142,792 aeres. Only one-third
of that arca was uader cultivation. The land
still availble for selection is 38,000,000 acres,
of which approsimately 25,000,000 acres is
suitable for wheat growing.
So it will be seen that the statement made
by Mr. Nathan, end that made by Me. Ang-
win, show a very wide discrepaney, S\ good
deal of notice was taken of what Mr. Nathan
had to say.

IIon. H. Stewart: In 1917 a Royal Com-
mission practically said there was no more
land available,

Hon. J. AL MMACFARLANE: I am just
miving the statements as I find them, issued
under aunthority.

Hon, G. W. Miles: But is it not possible
for Mr. Nathan to make a mistake?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I am trying
to make a point of the differenec between
what Mr. Nathan said and what is shown
here. It seems to give unlimited scope for
the development of our wheat industry.

Hon, G W, Miles: As we extend the
tarming areas, so shall we inercase the
wheat yield.

Ifon. J. M, MACFARLANE: That is so.
Mr. Sutton impressed upon a meeting re-
cently the great speed at which the yield was
likely to inerease. Bo it is easy to believe
that the statement that Western Australia
will surpass all the othrr Stales in wheat
growing is quite irue. We heard a good deal
from Mr. Holues about group settlement.
During the last couple of years, in my heart
I have bren very pessimistic over group set-
tlement.  However, I am glad to think the
Government have had suflicient courage
to stand up and speak out in the
way the Minister for Lands has done
since his recent investigations. Because
of that I am prepared to drop fur-
ther eriticiam on this point, although I had
a lot of datn, which I thought it my duty to
lny before members. But T will leave the
question in the hands of the JMinister for
Lands, fecling that as he has had the courage
to spenk, he will also have the cournge to
act. I am sure the peownle who will be the
most grateful (o him are Lthose settlers who
for the past five yvears have been endeavour-
ing to make honea on the gronp settlements.
Many of them are still single-hearted in their
desire to he allowed to remain there. 1 often
wonder how it is that intelligent men, such
as they appear to be, ean think of remaining
there, in view of the experiences they have
had. I congralulate them on their tenacity,
and I congratnlate the country on having
men—and women, too—soe stont-hearted as
fo remain there under existing conditions
tlat hold eut so little hope. Now, however,
that 1he Minister has decided to take his new
course, I do not wish to criticise the seheme
any further, but Twill leave it in the hands
of the (jovernment, feeling certain that some-
thing mpere practicable will he done in the
futwre than has heen done in the past. |
am glud to know that the whole scheme is to
he put in the hands of a hoard. The {iov-
ernment offieials have had a very fair innings.
The areatest eriticism of Government eontrol
hus eome from the men who should know
hest, namelv the group settlers themselves, T
am also glad to read that the Government
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are going to be more aetive in their migra-
tion policy than they lave been during the
past three years. They give reasons why
they have not proceeded more vigorously
with migration, and explain that now ‘he
new agreement lbetween the Commonwealth
and the Imperial Governinents has heen com-
pleted they are going to prosecnte migration
with greater activity. I, with everybody
else, can only regret that the decline in min-
ing eontinues. I vealise that the industry
is still one of great importance and deserv-
ing of the best encouragement the Govern-
ment ean afford to give it. There is more
than a possibility that, some day, the in-
dustry will again beeome a primary produeer
of the first magnitude. T am sure the min-
ing men who have done =0 much to advance
the interests of the Stale deserve another
furn of fortune’s wheel, end I hope they will

not have to wait much longer for it. As to
forestry, it is pleasing to note that
the returns are consistent, and that

the industry continues fo afferd profit-
able employment for many of our citi-
zens. Also I am glad to see there is
being maintained a progressive policy of
afforestation. Tt is gratifying to know that
attention has been given to the growth of
softwoods.  Only to-day in looking over
some papers I saw that 40,000,000 feet of
soffwoods are imported into Australia every
month. representing an annual value of
£6,000,000 or £7,000,000. And the state-
ment is made that 90 per cent. of the tim-
ber used in Aunstralian buildings is im-
poried softwood, I learnt alse that the
growth of the softwoods in Australia is
equally as gond as, if not better than, it is
in New Zealand. 1f that be so, we surely
have the area to devote to the production
of softwoods, and in time we should ge:
good results. T notice in to-day’s news-
paper the names of cerfain gentlemen
likely to form the central marketing board.
I hope that information will become official
wilhin the next few davs. KEight months
have passed since Parliament agreed to the
Bill authorising the establishment of a mar-
keting scheme and the appoinfment of a
board, yet only now is the board about to
be brought into heing. If the selection of
the area, the produection of plans, and the
eraction of huildings tnke proportionately
long, there will he considerable hardship
imposed on n number of business people
who desire to he provided for in some may-
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keting seheme; since their leases have run
out, and one marketing area has changed
ownership, with the resnlt that the tenants
have to vacate.  Some time ago land in
Marquis-street was resumed for marketing
purposes.  Immediately after that a num-
ber of growers in the trade approached the
Minister and asked that some provision
should be made for them. They offered to
take a lense. After negotiations this was
arranged and the necessary buildings were
erected, I am inforined by those tenants
who vcarried out the provisions of their
leases that thiz cught to be made available
for them s the earliest moment, pending
the completion of the permanent work.
There is suflicient area there for the purpose,
ander the conditions in which they desire
to carry on their business, and also to per-
mit of the board starting the permanent
works at the other end of the area. I hope
the suzgestion will be taken by the board,
and that those tenants desirous of geiting
an to the central block will be given a home
there so that they shall have some perman-
ency of tenaney in their Lusiness. Coming
to river reclamation, an important develop-
ment in the metropolitan area, it is agree-
able to notiee that it has been continued
and that greater activity is likely to be in-
fused into it during the coming year. The
hew trotting grounds will be completed.
There is to be a very fine continuation of
the bonlevord along the river foveshore,
right round to Maylands. Provision should
be made from the Canseway to the May-
lands end almost immediately, so as to make
a foreshore entrance to what is going to be
a very important sporting avea within a
short time, Certainly as many entrances as
possible will be required. Along the water-
wuy there is sure to he some congestion un-
less an entrance there is provided.  Alse
the road will make a delightful drive along
the river when completed to DMaylands.
This question of river reclamation brings
me to the war surtax imposed upon har-
bour dues, pilotage, cte,. at Fremantle.
Members will agree that that tax oughf not
to be allowed fo eontinue a moment longer.
It will be remembered that when the Har-
hour Trust was established it was to pro-
vide certain serviees to the community and
impose sueh charges as would eover those
services plus interest and sinking fund.
That is all that anybody would ask in any
undertaking of the sort. Tt was never in-
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tended that the trust should be responsible
for the collection of indirect taxation, such
as a war surtax. In 1917, eonsequent upen
the war and the small amount of shipping
business in the harbour, it looked as if the
Harhour Trust would be taced with & loss.
Of course it was advisable thai steps should
be taken to meet the position, and a 20 per
cent. tax was imposed, purely as a war-time
measure, It is interesting to note what the
profit= have been since then, and how
many protests have been made to the Gov-
ernment to abolish the war tax, but with-
out success, even though the Harbour
Trust Commissioners have stated that they
do not reguire it, that the time has
gone past for retnining it, and that
they would like to see it abolished.
The reserves accumuiated to date for re-
newals and replacements for the years set
ont are given as follows:—1922, £32,838;
1028, £36,221; 1924, £€39,766. I have not
the figures for 1925-26 but worked out on
the same basis it looks as if the total would
be £46,000. The total sinking fund aceumu-
lated to date is given for the years set out
as follows:—1922, £2356,679; 1923, £277,443;
1924, £298,629; 19025, approximately £319,-
629, and 1926, £340,629. The tota}l value of
aszets purchased out of revenue given in
the vears mentioned is as follows:—1922,
£11,762; 1923, £11,961; 1924, £12,515; 1025,
£13,000; 1926, £13,500. Over and above
that there was paid to Consolidated Revenue
in each respeetive yenr after providing for
interest on eapital cost of works, reserve and
sinking fund the following:—in 1922, £5,492;
1923, £47,272; 1924, £06.612; 1925, £130,776;
1926, £113,290.

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
tion department.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: Yes. A
protest has been made from time to time on
the zround that this is indireet taxation
and as such it is illogieal, if not illegal.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The money is required
for harbour extension.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: They have
a reserve fund for that. T have also some
figures showing what was paid inte Con-
solidated Revenue since the imposition of
the tax. These are the figures: in 1817,
£692. 1019, £7,242; 1920, £49,706; 1921,
£71,410. Roughly there has been paid into
Consolidated Revenue something like half a
million in 15 or 16 years. Members will
agree that what I have disclosed is not 2

It is a second taxa-
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bealthy condition of affairs. Apart from
its being am indirect form of taxation, the
continnance of the 20 per cent. surtax, and
that is what I am attacking, affects the
whole community and it is a bad advertise-
ment for the State. The shipping com-
munity feel it very much,

Hon. G. W. Miles: The outports pay
twice.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: This is
advertised the world over; it is earried from
port to port by the shipping people. Then
the industries generally are charged 20 per
cent. on whatever goods thev have to use.
The primary producer has to pay on the
particular line he is uwsing on his farm,
In view of the profits earned after provid-
ing for interest and sinking fund, it is not
wise to keep that tax going, and that is why
I am objeeting to it.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: It is a big charge
on agricultural implements.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It will be
interesting now to quote a letter the Premier
wrote to the people who are interested, the
Chamber of Commerce, who made represen-
tations in the divection of secoring the
abolition of the tax. The Premier wrote—

This matter has also been cousidered, but
no reduction can be uagreed to. It is indeed
open to some doubt that the full revenue, in-
cluding the surtax, exceeds by any appreciable
sum the vosts of the services of the harbour,
ineluding the provision of wastage, obsole-
seence and contingencies.

T would like the Leader of the House when
replying to advise members how it is thab
the war surtax is being maintained iu the
face of the figures produced by the Harbour
Trust aunthorities. Regarding pilotage, theve
is another infamous condition of affairs.
Here we have a charge upon the community
and the shipping people. Both the Har-
bour authorities and shipping people have
declared that pilotage is not necessary. TFor
a long time past vessels have been abe to
do without pilots. A lot of unnecessary
delay is caused by vessels having to pull
np and take the pilot aboard and later make
another stop to pick up the doetor. Using
the Orient line for the purpose of illustra-
tion, we find that the tonnage charge is—
pilotage from the sea to the roads, £21, and
from the roads to the berth and again from
the berth to the reads £14, a total of £35.
With the war surtax of 20 per cent. the
total is inereased fo £42. This is charged
on ench visit, and therefore on the round
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voyage amounis to £84 I mayv be per-
mitted to read a paragraph from the “West
Australian™ under the heading “Shipping
disputes,” “Fremantle Pilotage System,’’
“Harbour Trust Statement.” The statement
was made by the secretary of the Trust—

_Thc facts are that the sea portion of the
pilotage service at Fremantle had become un-
necessary, and this was discovered before tlie
strike occurred. For a considerable time past
the commanders of mail and other steamers
coming to the port have been complaining of
the annoyance and delay caused to them by
having to stop a large modern ship at sca and
manoeuvre her into position to enable a pilot
to board safely, when the steaming inte Gage
Rouds is only an ordinary reasonable feat of
seamanship aml navigation, far easier than
these masters have to accomplish at many
other ports which they visit. It has long been
peointed out that, while this outside serviee was
necessary in the old days of sailing vessels
and later before the present perfection of wire-
less and other mavigational aids, that are to
be found on the modern steamship, with ves-
sels a3 they arc to-day, it has become only a
costly and troublesome snnoyanee. The Trust
Commisyioners, with the assistanee of their
professional pilot staff, have been going into
this matter very carcfully for some time past,
and six months ago it was decided to im-
prove the lighting of Gage Roads by substitu-
ting gas-lit buoys for the ordinary buoys,
which have for many years marked Hall’s
Bank and Scott’s ILedge Reefs, and when
these new appliances were ready, to curtail
the compulsory pilotage serviee to Gage Roads
and inner harbour serviee only. In July last
the appuratus was ordered, and it is nearly
all to hand, some small parts only now being
awaited. Tt was hoped to have all eomplete
about Januvary or IFebruary. The late strike,
however, occurred towards the end of Novem-
ber, ond lasted till a few days ago, and in
that period of time, when the Trust was un-
able to get pilots out to the sea boarding
ground, steamers came into Gage Roads day
and night without any hesitation. During the
time the strike lasted, no fewer than forty-
four steamers—some apprnaching 20,000 tons
—came to Gage Roads without pilots and the
Trust has received letters from the eommand-
ors of many of these ships hoping that they
would now be relieved of the outside stop.

This demopstration, foreed upon the Truat
by the strike of the men, showed clearly that,
even without the proposed improved lighting
of the Roads, the feat of bringing hiz ship
in unaided was without difficuliy to the modern
shipmaster, and the Commissioners felt that
they could not in the face of what had hap-
pened, re-open the outside serviee without ap-
pearing impracticable and non-alive to the real
interests of the port.

That siatement coming from the secretary
the Harbonr Trust Commissicners, tovether
with the protest from the shipping masters,
should induce the Government to give the
matter some attention. The Government

should certainly abolish the sysfem, or at any
rate handle it in a generous way.

Hon, G. W. Miles: It should be abolished.
It only beeomes a charge on the producer.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: There is
still another service from which the Govern-
ment are reeeiving revenne. In 1914 the
lighting of the harbours and coasts was taken
over by the Federal Government. The State
Government, however, continued to impose
charges under the name of tonnage dues.
There is a very frifling service rendered for
these dues, which in the case of a steamer
of, say, the tonnage of the “Ormuz,” amounts
to £61. This is really a continuance of the
imposition of the orfzinal State lighting
charge without any adequate service heing
given. In view of the prosperons stute the
Harbour Trust finds itself in, this should
be discontinued. It is another form of
taxation, for which the State had to find
another name, For that £61, the ship is
allowed to operate on the cenust for three
months.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:
months In each State?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It takes
about that period to go round all the States
and back, and the ship is allowed the three
wonths for that payment.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: Does the ship
have to pay the charge in another State as
well?

on. J. ML MACFARLANE: No, T un-
derstand that the ship pays only at the
first port of eall and the payment applies
throughouat the Commonwealth. The peoint I
wish to make is that while the charge by
the State was legitimate at the outset, it is
not right to collect it in the form of tonnage
dues Tor which only slight service is ren-
dered and practieally no service at all is
rendered respecting lighting. I have en-
deavoured to deal with the question as briefly
as possible, and I hope I have been explicit
enough to impress hon. members with the
faet that the State should not exploit ship-
pers in the way I have indicated.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is another way of
helping to square the ledger.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: That is so.
Mr. Glasheen adopted a pessimistic tone
when dealing with the dairying industry.
T have been engaged in that work for many
vears, and I recognise the difficulty there is
in establishing the industry in this State.
I know how unpopular it is with many peo-

For three
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ple. Tt is not an industry to which 41 hours
can apply; it is one of seven days a week
and, if the dairyman is to get the best pos-
sible out of his holding and out of his stoek,
of 363 days’ work in the year. Naturally
a man engaged in the dairying industry de-
sires some adequate eompensation for his
fime and labour. He does not get paid
the same proportion as the artisan in the
city. Naturaliy his boys may be expecied
to look for employment in timber mills or in
the ¢ity where shorter hours of labour apply,
and the girks will drift {o the city to become
shop assistants or to work under better con-
ditions than those operating in the home ou
the farm. Although I take all these things
into consideration, I am not so pessimistic
as Mr. Giasheen, bécause I know that science
has come to the assistance of the industry,
eradicating mueh of the drudgery from
dairyving operations. No doubt in time con-
ditions will be much improved. Naturally
the consumer must realise that he must pay
a price that will enable the dairy farmer
to make good. It must be realised, too, that
though dairying is an unpopular ealling, the
State must persist in the endeavour to os-
tablish the industry and thus help Western
Australia to hecome self-contained. Dairy
farming must be brought to the standard of
wheat farming or of any other primary in-
dustry, so that people will find it well
worth while engaging in it. It is the one
industry that is of really great value to the
State. I understand that throughout the
Commenwealth it produees £140,000,000
worth of wealth in different forins. It bas
the ndvantage over other industries in thal
it is the only genuine decentralising influence
in primary production. The dairying indus-
try employs more people and ereates more
thriving communities throughount the ecountry
areas than any other form of primary pro-
duction. Further than that, the continuance
of the industry makes production from the
land more prolifie, and therefore it is val-
uable to the State from a taxation point of
Vi(!“'. Fl')l' ﬂ]ES(‘_‘, \'ill'iO'l'IS reasons we must
sec to it that the dairying industry is devel-
oped, and the conswumer encouraged to help
the industry wherever possible. I had a
clipping from the “West Australian,” in
which the Donnybrook correspondent, writ-
ing in the rural colomns of that paper, con-
eratulated his district on the faet that
butter fat prices were likely to conlinue on
the same satisfactory basis as during the
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preceding two years, He made it elear that
the settlers in that distriet were finding dairy-
ing a profitable industry, and there are other
districts that are in the same position. In
view of the great strides made by sclence
in its applieation to the industry, I feel conf-
dent that the time is coming when it will not
be locked upon as an obnoxious ecalling,
and that it will be more attractive to
those going on the land. As a mem-

ber of the Roral Agricnltural Society
1 was interested some two or three

years age in comploints irom the Great
Southern distriets regarding the sheep dis-
case, known as the Beverley disease. I
would like to know whether the Leader of
the House or any oiher hon. member ean
give me any information regarding results
of an investigation that took place some time
age. I understand (hat some departmental
otficer or some exyert underiock the investi-
eation,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1 think a Commen-
wealth ofticer eame over for that purpose.

Hon. J,. M. MACFARLANE: [ know that
some speelalist investizated the disease, but
1 have not heard of a report being
zubmitted, or of recommendations made
for dealing with the disease. No ad-
vice has been issued to the farmers
as a result of the investigation. When
chatting  to-day with a man who has
interests in the Great Southern distriets,
1 aseertained that the meortality among the
sheep is as great to-day ns it was formerly.
In view of this faet, surely the matter is
impertant enough for (he Government to
make information available as to the re-
sults obtained from the investigation. Ivery
elfort should be made to stop the loss of
sheep throughout the distviels I refer to.

Hon, J. J. Uolmes: It is the big fat
sheep that is attacked.

Ilon. 4. AL MACFARLANE: Yes. it is
always the hest of the floek that is at-
tacked.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It is the only sheep
disease we have in auy part of the State.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXE: And the
disease oceurs when the feed is at its best.
I will not deal at length with the question of
the wmilk sapply at this stage, partienlarly
as it is rumoured that arliamentary aetion
is to Dbe taken in the establishment of a
hoard of eontrnl, Tf that comrse is to be
adopted, I hope that board will operate over
stoek and milkine eonditions, so as to assure
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wood =upplies to the public. That should
mean an improvement in the interests of the
consuming public, I have looked into the
blocking system and I ean see there are more
thun 1wo sides to the question.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: That is so.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: It would
be easy to make serions mistakes, I wounld
like any snch scheme nni to be made obli-
gatory at the inception. 1t should at first
be investigated fully and made to apply
economically.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: The City
Couneil discussed the question for years.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I know there
is a long file dealing with the question,
and I know the City Council decided that if
it eould not be applied to distriets outside
the Greater Peith area, it could not
be applied to that arvea itself, The
final matter I will deal with relstes
to the ceatenary of Western Australia
which  will he celebrated shorfly. I
was disappointed that no mention of that
subject was made in the Governor’s Speech,
and we have had nothing from the Leader
of the House as 1o what the Government pro-
pose to do to commemorate the event. You,
Mr. President, have made a suggestion that
is desirable. I hope if will receive the sup-
port it deserves, You proposed the eom-
pletion of Parliament Fouse buildings, and
if that work could be taken in hand im-
mediately, it eould be carried out in time for
the centenary celebratians. That would be
a fitting memorial for the oceasion. T will
leave the matter at that and content myself
with supporting the motion before the
House.

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.13 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE BOARD, CLIENTS.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Flow many clients are operating
under the Industries Assistance Aect? 2,
How many are soldier settlers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:

| Ordma.ry Soldier
| Bo Civilian Settlers. Total.
IToWers.

Land Renta paid .. 80 . 80
Fully Assisted ... i 282 662 944
Partly Assiated ...! 49 80 129
Stopped Account.s 341 141 482
Funded Debts I 284 112 396

] 1,036 | 995 | 2,031

QUESTION—TRAFFIC BRIDGE,
BABSENDEAN.,

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON asked the Min-
ister for Works: 1, For how long will the
road bridge over the Swan River at Bassen-
dean Lo closed to traffic? 2, Could not the
decking of the old road bridge be repaired
sufficiently to enable tradesmen’s and other
lightly laden vehicles to travel hetween
Guildford and Bassendesn during the period
that the main bridge is closed? 3, 1f so,
counld the repairs be done immediately?

Hon. J. CUNNINGITAM (for the Min-
ijster for Works) replied: 1, Four weeks.
9, The decking is very much decayed, and
the extent of this could only be aseertained
by an extensive investigation. Tt is, how-
ever, certain that extensive and costly re-
pairs would be necessary before even light



